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PREFACE. 

Q APT AIN* E . Hew lett, the Lancashire Fusilib.'s, has com¬ 
piled this ofiBcial account of the Expedition, undertaken 
in 1908, against the Zakka Khel Afridis of the Bazar Valley. 
This formed the fourth occasion on which it had beSri fOTiid 
necessary to send a punitive force into this valley. During 
the 2nd Afghan War, both in 1878 and in 1879, columns were 
despatched to exact reparation for raids committed from the 
direction of the Bazar Valley against the line of communica¬ 
tions through the Khaibar Pass. Towards the end of the 
Tirah campaign in 1897-98 an incursion into ^he Bazar 
Valley completed the visitation of the whole of the Afridi 
country. 


W. MALLESON, Colonel, 
Assistant Quarter Masted General, 

Intelligence Branch, 


SimlaI; 

November 1908. 


MINlSr^^ 



CONTENTS- 


CHAPTER I. 

EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE EXPEDITION. paqb 

Short history of tho' Zakka Khol (1898 to October 1907)—^Raiding 
gangs organised—Raids in October, November and December— 

Punitive measures advocated by Indian Government—Raids on 
Kaeha Garhi Railway Station and Peshawar City—Form in which 
punitive measures outlined not approved—Expedition approved 
with restrictioas—Afridi jirga interviewed by Sir H. Deane— 

Exodus from Bazar Valley—Instructions to General Officer 
Commanding 1 


CHAPTER IL 

COMMENCEMENT OF OPERATIONS TO ESTABLISHMENT 
OF STANDING CAMP AT WALAI. 

Brief description of Bazar Valley—Plan of operations for entering the 
valley—Composition of the Expeditionary Force—Movements of 
“ flying column *" under Colonel Roos>Keppel—The Main Body— 
Advanced column luider General Willcocks—Concentration near 
Walai—Walai Camp—-Sucoees of initial movement ... 0 


CHAPTER III. 

PUNITIVE MEASURES IN BAZAR VALLEY, 

Movements of the enemy—Columns formed for doily excursions— 

China destroyed—Recc nnaiseance towards Tsnlsobi Pass—Halwai 
position attacked—Halwai destroyed—The Zakka Khel reinforce- 
m«its—The Afridi jirga come in . . • • • • 14 

CHAPTER IV. 

OVERTURES FOR SETTLEMENT TO WITHDRAWAL 
OF TROOPS. 

The Afridi jirga meet the Zakka Khel at Halwai—-External inter- 
ference—The Zakka Khel swear to abitfe by decisions of jirga — 

Return of jirga delayed by reinforcement of mis: ellnneous iashkar 
—The jirga return to Walai—Terms of soltlomcait arranged and 
accepted—Withdrawal of troops—Details of the return march . 1® 




wmsT/fy 


CONTENTS. 


APPENDICES. TpaqS 

1. Deepatohee and.Casualty List • . . , , , , . , 21 j 

2. List of Staff 29 

3. Political Report.32 

4. Report of Commanding Royal Engineer . • . . 39 

5. Numerical Strengli of Force •••••• 46 

6. Signalling Report ...••.•* 46 

7. Expenditure of Ammunition .••••• 49 


MAPS. 

1. Map of Bazar Valley. 

2. Camp at China. 

3. To accompany signalling report. 








MiNisr^^ 



OPEEATIONS 

AGAINST THE 

ZAKKA KHEL AFRIDIS 

BY A FORCE UNDER THE COMMAl^D OP 

Major-General Sir JAMES WILLCOCKS, k.c.m.g., c.b., d.s.o.. 


IN 

1908 


WITH A SHORT ACCOUNT OP 
THE EVENTS WHICH LED UP TO THE EXPEDITION. 


In the expedition ol 1897-98 the forces of the British 
Government had effectively dispelled the cloud of mystery that 
had been spread over Tirah for many centuries, ^h® country 
had been explored from end to end. The Afridi tribes had 
learnt at last, that their secluded villages and mountain fast¬ 
nesses, nestling along the base of the Safed Koh, could no 
longer be regarded as inaccessible if the coimtry were invaded 
by a determined and well-equipped force. The settlement 
concluded at the end of the operations proved satisfactory to 
both parties. The lenient and liberal terms granted by the 
Government were appreciated by the tribesmen whose resources 
were temporarily exhausted from the effects of the invasion, 
liocruiting in the Indian Army and Frontier Militias became 
as brisk as ever. 

It may confidently be asserted that the stability of the 
peace would have been more permanent, had it not been for 
the existence of certain sinister influences, which continually 
threaten to undermine the loyalty of the border tribesmen 
towards the British Government. The mulhs dwelling in 
tribal territory as well as in Afghanistan are, by reason of their 
fanatical inclinations, ever prone to stir up strife against an 
alien Government, while the presence of an anti-British party 
in Kabul, affords a sure guarantee that disaffected tribesmen 
can obtain encouragement and support from that centre. In 
the year 1904 a large body of AMdia visited Kabul. They 
were well received and dismissed with substantial presents of 

n 
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; they were also permitted to purchase arms and ammum^ 
In consequence an unusually large number of rifles, 
mostly Martinis, and cartridges were imported into Tirah 
during that year. The reception accorded in 1904 to the 
Afridis wlio went to Kabul emboldened the tribes as a whole 




and the Zalvka Khel in particular to adopt a contumacious 
attitude towards the British Goveinment. On the night of the 
3rd September 1904 a daring raid on tlie village of Darshi 
Khel near Bahadur Khel was made by a band of 15 Afridis 
(Zakka Khel and Kambar Khel) and two Orakzais. As a conse¬ 
quence of this raid the well disposed among the tribal mnlilzs 
were induced to attempt the coercion of the offending section, 
but with no definite result. The maliks confessed that the 
tribesmen owing to the favour shown to them at Kabul had got 
beyond control. The stoppage of the whole of the allowances 
due to the Afridis for 1904 again induced the remainder of the 
tribes to take concerted action against the Zakka Khel. Their 
endeavours produced no lasting results, but it was recognised 
that they had done all that could be expected to coerce the 
recalcitrants, and early in 1905 the allowances of all except the 
Zakka Khel were paid. 


During the years 1904, 1905, 1906 and 1907 the Zakka Ediel 
maintained an attitude of open defiance to Government. Bands 
of the tribe so harried the borders of tlie Kohat and Peshawnr 
districts that security of life and property was seriously 
menaced. The other Afridis beliaved well in so far as they 
restrained members of their own clans from joining in these 
raids, but they confessed their inability to restrain the Zakka 
Khel and indeed recommended to Government the occupation 
of the Bazar Valley, as the only effective means of dealing 
with the situation. 


In June 1907 the Z^kka Kind on finding that there was no 
intfutionof culling in thtiv'^irga along wiih other Afridi sections 
. to receive allowances, sent a jirga uninvited to Landi Kotal 
and ajiiiounccd that thev* had v,onn: to make peace with 
(iovturunent. to hear the chaig(\s against the M'ction and to 
settle the casi^s. Oii beiiig iiiiormed of the claims against them 
tliey said that th('y were absurd and could not be entertained. 
They vvTj<‘ pre])arcd tf> lest.oie aii} property whicdi 

accused jiion might acknc<wledge to be in tlioir posst'ssiom and 
t-) return three of the si- idles iaken in a raid iKun the Pabbi 
police* Stutjon. They said that the sysiera ci deducting fines 
iroiQ allowances must be stopped; ihei: 'heir oath must be 



accepted in all cases ; that they would accept no responsibility 
for raiders passing through their country to and from British 
territory; that in no circimistance^ would they siuronder 
offenders for punishment; and that all restrictions on members 
of the tribe gcnng to Kabul, or receiving allowances from the 
Amir must be removed. Their attitude in short showed that 
they had no real desire to come to a settlement, and they 
returned to Bazar without matters being in any way advanced. 

However the uncompromising reception of this jirga had so 
excellent an effect that the borders enjoyed an immunity from 
their raids during the summer months. As time passed 
without the long expected punishment being inflicted, so 
the fear of punishment passed with it. In October raiding 
recommenced when the leaders, the chief of whom were Dadai, 
Usman and Multan, returned from a visit to Kabul. 

The Zakka Khel who visited Kabul had been favourably 
received by Sardar Nasrulla Khan, those who were in receipt of 
annual allowances from the Amir were paid, many allowances 
were augmented and new ones granted. Every facility was 
again allowed to the tribesmen to purcliasc rifles, of wliicJi a 
large number were available from the Persian Gulf som’ce of 
supply. In the mind of the Afridi the fact of veceiving an 
allowance from the Afghan Government and joining the “ Kabul 
party ” is equivalent to pledging himself to unequivocal 
hostility to the British Government, so that the resumption of 
raiding on their return was a natural sequel to this visit to 
Kabul. Early in October five separate raiding gangs, whose 
numbers wore augmented by outlaws from other tribes, were 
organised under the following le^idcrs:— 

1. Dadai, Anai Zakka Khel. 

2. Multan ,, „ ,, 

3. Gul Baz ,, ,, „ 

4. Muliammad Afzal Ziauddin, Z-ikka Khel. 

5. Usman Khusrogi, Zakka Khel. 

These set to work at once and offences, of which llio follow¬ 
ing were tlic most important, now licgnn to be rapovti'd wii'h 
unceasing regularity. 

On 5th October a gang of some 30 Zakka Khel under 
Dadai raided llie village of 8umaii in the. Kehat district, 
k'lling one Miihamm.idnn and earrydie i-ff two Hindus and 
piopeity U- ike value of Rs. 600. 
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28t]i October a gang of 30 Afridis, mainly Zakka Kliel, 
'attacked Pabbi in .tbe Pesbawar district and seized five 
Hindus. They fired on a party of troops at the station, 
seriously wounding a sepoy and a zamindar. At Tarnab they 
attacked and wounded the Revenue Assistant in camp and 
carried ofi his Chuprassi and horses. En route they robbed 
ten cartmen. Near Peshawar they encountered a party of 
police and fired on them, wounding two constables. Here 
they had to abandon most of their heavy booty and retreated 
into tribal territory. 

On 13th November the village of Lachi in the Kohat dis¬ 
trict was attacked by 22 men, mainly Zakka Khel. The Post 
Olfice was looted and one villager killed and three wounded. 
The raiders met a party of Border Military Police and fired on 
them, killing two and wounding two others. They carried off 
four rifles, jewels and other property. 


On 20th November a similar gang under Dadai fired on a 
village near the Bara Port. The garrison of Border Military 
Police turned out and were at once attacked, two men being 
killed and two wounded at the first discharge. 


On 24th November a large gang of Zakka Khel attacked 
the Marai village in Kohat, but were driven off by the troops 
and villagers with a loss of two men killed and three wounded, 
all Zakka Khel. One of the men killed was Rokhan, Karigar, 
Khusrogi, a well-known raider of the Dadai faction. 


On 25th November Multan, vnih some 35 Zakka Khel, 
carried off 400 goats from Matanni and attacked a police post, 
where they were repulsed. 


On 6th December the village of Masho Khel in the Pesha¬ 
war district was attacked and a bania’s shop looted and the 
owner killed by a gang of 16 persons, mainly Zakka Khel, and 
on the same day 12 mules working on the Kkaib.ir Road .near 
Jamriid were carried off to Bazar by the Zakka Khel. 


These raids were not mcje border affairs such as might 
reuHonably, in the circumstances of the frontier, be passed over 
without serirnis notice. Many of them, and those the most 
important, were organised raids by large and well armed bodies 
of men on peaceful villages far in the interior of our adminis¬ 
tered di.'jtrictf?, or direct attacks upon Oovernment posts and 
property. It was evident by this ti v.e that those hostile acts 
of the Zakka Khel had now leuden»:! m’iitrfry operations 
indispensable. In a despatch, dated 9il? January to the 
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Secretary of State for . India, the Government made the 
following proposals. 

That, before having recourse to punitive methods ourselves, 
in order to exhaust every possible alternative, Sir H. Deane, 
the Chief Commissioner and Agent to the Governor General in 
the North-West Frontier Province, should call in a jirgaoi the 
Afridi clans and announce to them that unless they put an 
end to the present state of affairs created by the Zakka Khel, 
Government had decided to punish this section at once. 

This action, it was pointed out, might obviate the 
necessity for taking punitive methods ourselves, and at the 
same time if the Afridis expressed their inability or unwilling¬ 
ness to coerce the Zakka Khel it would be tantamount to a 
public admission of our right to adopt coercive measures our¬ 
selves and would deprive them of any excuse for joining the 
Zakka Khel. The attitude of the Afridis at this time showed 
no disposition on the part of other sections to identify them¬ 
selves with the Zakka Khel and there was little reason to 
anticipate that they would join in opposing our advance into 
Bazar. 

In the same despatch (9th January 1908), it was explained 
that a pimitive expedition on the old lines w^as not contem¬ 
plated, but that the action proposed included the following 
measures— 

“ The recovery of a fine and the disarmament of the section. The 
capture and trial of the ringleaders and those implicated in the recent 
raids. The construction of a road which would in the future contain 
this section and prevent their escape into tlie inaccessible rog'ons to 
which they now resort. The road would be maintained on lines 
similar to those prevailing with regard to the Khaibar, so far ns they 
arc applicable. The actual offenders in the recent raids and their 
8upportei*8, if captured, would be deajt with by suitable tribunal)? 
locally assembled.” 

Stress was laid on the desirability of the movement on the 
Bazar Valley being made suddenly, and it w’as therefore 
requested tliat preparations might bo made, so that no time 
should bo lo.st between Sir 11. Deane’s annortneomeut to the 
Afridi jirqa ^nd the idvancc of the force, should tliis course 
be found necessary after his interview with the jirqn. Before 
an answer to this despatch was roceived tlie Z.'dvku Kind 
perpetrated two most daring raids. 

On the night of 24th Jamiarv cSoine 30 raiders attacked 
the Kachia Garlii Eailw'ay Station Ixjtween IVshawar and 
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d, with the object of luring out the Border Military 
garrison and then attacking them. In this they were 
unsuccessful. 




On the night of 28th January a still more insolent raid 
was undertaken. A gang of 60 to 80 men raided Peshawar 
City, killing one policeman, and wounding two others and two 
chowkidars. Property said to be worth one lakh of rupees was 
carried away. The Khaibar rifles spent 15 hours trying to 
cut them oft’, but owing to a telephone being out of order 
they were informed too late and the raiders got clear away. 
The situation was now so acute that immediate action was 
necessary. 


On 31st January His Excellency the Viceroy in a telegram 
to the Secretary of State pointed out that it was expedient to 
vindicate our authority without delay. He considered that it 
was no longer possible to influence the position by the assist¬ 
ance of the jirga. as suggested previously in the despatch of 
the 9th January. He proposed that, immediately after the 
reasons for the expedition had been explained to the maliks 
of the other Afridi sections, the expedition should at once 
start for the Bazar Valley. He named two brigades with one 
brigade in reserve as the proposed strength of the force to be 
employed. 

On the same day a reply was received to the despatch of 
the 9th January. The form in which the punitive measures 
were outlined in this despatch was not generally approved, 
as suggesting a policy of annexation or permanent occupation 
of the Bazar Valley; but, in view of the incessant raids, His 
Majesty’s Government were prepared to sanction an expedi¬ 
tion, prosTided that it was C(mfined to punitive measures or 
blockade. His Majesty’s Government also considered that the 
neutrality of the remaining Afridis was all that could be 
expected of them, and that to expect their active co-operation 
would be trying them too high. 

On the 1st Pebruary the Indian Government still urged 
that, in oj clor to prevent a recurrence of similar events in 
futurcy 8t(jps slumld be taken to open up the country of the 
Zakka KLoI section. It was pointed out that a blockade on the 
lines of the Mahsinl o])<‘rati«ms, 19(il would, owing to the geo¬ 
graphical j'usition of the Zakka Khol terriioiy, be impossible 
witlumt our troops entering into territory of other sections of 
the Afridic;, wliose friendship it was advisable to retain. 


In a telegram received on tlic 3rcl February from tbe 
Secretary of State, immediate action was approved of, provid¬ 
ed that there was to be no annexation or occupation and that 
a strict limitation of time of duration of punitive operations 
was imposed. Details of the operations contemplated were 
asked for and it was suggested that a small detachment acting 
with great celerity might be sufficient for actual punitive 
measures in Bazar. 

To this the Indian Government replied that small sallies 
of troops unsupported in Bazar Valley would involvm great 
risk of disaster to our men. the result of which would un¬ 
doubtedly be to set the whole frontier in a blaze. The following 
report of details of proposed operations was rendered— 

“ The Zakka Khel in the Bazar Valley can produce about 6,000 
fighting men and we propose to move two brigades consisting of about 
a similar number, with two balteries, sappers, etc., into the valley at 
or near China, holding one brigaue ready to support them if necessary. 
After occupyhig China the force in the ]3azar Valley would act as cir¬ 
cumstances may require with a view to the capture of the ringleaders 
and those implicated in the recent raids. During this period the 
passes surrounding the valley would be blockaded, and we propose to 
use a force of selected Khaibar Rifles who, we are assured, can be 
relied upon for the purpose^ to assist in this.” 

These proposals were approved of by His Majesty’s Gov¬ 
ernment on 6th February and at the s.ame time the following 
restriction was imposed on subsequent action in Bazar Valiev— 

"It must be clearly understood that the end in view is strictly 
limited to the punishment of the Zakka Khels and neither immediately 
nor ultimately, directly or indirectly, must tlieiv h* occupation or 
annexation of tribal territory.” 

Sir H. Deane was instructed to a.s.s(‘mble the Maliks of hln* 
Afridis and to inform them of our action against the Zakka 
Khel. This information was also to be conveyed to the Orakzai 
Maliks. As soon as the Afridi Maliks had been dismissed the 
expedition was to start. 

In the meantime raids weiv still being carried (Uit bv the 
Zakka Khel in the Peshawar di.strict. On the 12iii Februarv 
Sir II. Deane saw the jirffo of ;\l'ridi Maliks. He expluiueil 
the positi('»n fully to tlujua]i(l ach'ised them (.» go to thoir 
tribes and assist in making tl»e Zakka K1 h‘ 1 (aunelo a leasoiiahle 
setllement, so that 1 rooj’is might l>e witlidmwn fia-m flic Bazar 
Valley as quickly as po.ssibh'. He di.^ani’sial the on the 
same day (l‘2th February), He rep j/ tod that (he attitude of 
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^ rga appeared satisfaetoTy. and that they seemed relieved 
ear that punitive measures would be confined to the Zakka 
Khel, The Maliks returned to re-assure their tribesmen, after 
which they proposed to raise a lashJcar and taking it to the 
Zakka Khel villages in Upper Bara to put the utmost pressure 
on Zakka Khel. 


It was now reported that the Zakka Khel were moving 
their families, flocks and moveable property to Ningrahar and 
the Bara,^and that they had buried their grain. A wholesale 
exodus via the Thabai Pass was also taking place. For political 
reasons it had been considered advisable to inform His Majesty 
the Amir of Afghanistan of our intention as regards the expedi¬ 
tion. Immediately after the dismissal of the jirga on 12th Feb¬ 
ruary a kharica was accordingly forwarded to him in the fol¬ 
lowing terms— 


I write to inform you that the Zakka Khel section of the Afridis 
have faithlessly broken their engagements 'with the Government of 
India and, notwithstanding the very kind and too compassionate treat¬ 
ment that I have meted out to them, have misunderstood my leniency 
and, by constant raids and murderous attacks on my law-abiding 
people, have filled up the cup of their iniquities. I can no longer shut 
my eyes to these nefarious proceedings, and 1 therefore w’rite to inform 
you that I intend to puni'di these people, w ho deserve severe treatment, 
and I hope that, through the friendship that exists betw'ten us, Your 
Majesty will issue stringent orders to prevent any of these people from 
entering your territories or receiving assistance from the tribes on your 
side of the frontier.” 


Meanwhile Major-General Sir J. Willcocks, K.C. M. G., 
♦ With Lieutenant- C.B., D.S.O., had been selected to command 
the Zaklca Khel Field Force.* The force 
had been mobilized with the utmost 
secrecy. On the 12th February Major- 
General Sir J. Willcocks was [informed that the expedition 
might start on the 13tlt February, and on the same day he 
moved out from Peshawar. The following instructions were 
issued by tlie Government of India :— 


Colon. 1 G. O. Roos- 
KopppJ, C. 1. E., 
Political Adviser. 


‘‘The General Officer Commanding the Expedition is vested 
with full political control. Tlie Political Agent, Khaibar, 
will accompany him as Chief Political Officer, and as 
such will advise and give him every possible assistance in 
political matters. The authority and rcspimsibility of the 
General Officer Commanding must be complete, but he shall 
forward to the Government of India any statement of the 


views of the Chief Political Officer on any question of policy 
affecting the attitude of any of the tribes of the Khaibar or 
adjacent country, if for reasons recorded the Chief Political 
Officer so desires. 

The end in view is strictly limited to the punishment of 
the Zakka Khel and neither immediately nor ultimately, 
directly or indirectly, will there be occupation of or annex¬ 
ation of tribal territory. 

Every possible precaution must be taken to prevent any 
extension of the trouble to country outside the Bazar Valley. 

No terms of fine or surrender of raiders must be imposed 
on the Zakka Kiel tribe without previous reference to the 
Government of India. 

It is necessary to punish the persons implicated in tlie 
numerous raids which have been organised in tribal territory 
and which have resulted in murder and robbery in British 
India. For the trial on the spot when possible of any such 
persons who may be captured the Political Agent, Khaibar. 
will tarke action with the fullest powers conferred by Govern¬ 
ment of India’s order No. 1424-F., dated 25th May 1903. 
Formal orders on this point follow. 

All communications on political questions will be addressed 
by the General Officer Commanding direct to the Foreign 
Secretary, Government of India, and repeated to the Chief of 
the Staff and also to the Chief Commissioner, Peshawar. 
Telegrams regarding military operations will ])e repeated to 
the Foreign Secretary, Government of India. ” 


CHArXER II. 

Comniencement of Operations to (Stablishment of Stundina Cump near 
IF alai —( loth — Fchnu:ry). 

The Bazar Valley, which is oneot n series of parallel valleys 
Brief Description of I’lmning almost diie east niid wost , is only 
the Bazar Valley. about twcuty uiiles loug witli H varying 
breadth of between eight and twelve miles from waterslied 
to watershed. The valley itself lies at an eb'\ atlon of three- 
thousand feet. On the north the Alaclii mounfains separate 
it from the Khaibar Pass and on the south thr Sur Char 
hinge >epar.ites ii Iror.i the Bara Valley. The higliesi poiiks *»f 
these two ianges attain elevations of from live to srvon 
thousand feet- Tijough the vallav runs the Ihus'i’* stream 
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by tributaries draining the heights on either side, 
X)wing almost due east, till it joins the Khaibar stream at 
Jabagai. The eastern end of the valley is narrow and just before 
its final debouchure on to the Peshawar plain contracts into an 
almost impassable defile. The western end of the valley, on the 
other hand, is comparatively wide and open, and climbs 
gradually up to the magnificent snow capped range of the 
Safed Koh, the lower ridges of which form the boundary of the 
valley. 

It is this upper portion of the valley which is owned by 
the Zakka Khel. It consists of two main branches, each 
about two miles broad, enclosing between them an irregular 
spur. This spur running out from the main watershed in a 
series of relatively small hills, ends in an abrupt peak, just above 
the great Zakka Kh :1 stronghold, China. About two and-a-half 
miles east of China the two branch valleys unite and in the 
apex of their junction, chasing the mouth of the China plain, is 
an isolated hill known as Kliar Ghundni. 

Througli the circle of mountains to the south-west and 
west go four principal passes—the Mangal Bagh and the 
Bukar giving access to the Bara Valley, and the Thabai and 
Tsatsobi leading into Afghanistan. The two former passes 
may be regarded as “side-doors” giving communication to 
near neighbours—the clans of the Bara Valley. The Thabai 
and Tsatsobi passes constitute the “ back-doors ” of the Bazar 
Valley, the bolt-holes into Afghan territory, by which, 
whenever their homo is threatened from the Indian frontier, 
the tribesmen an retire, carrying with them their women and 
children and a!l moveable property. 

The grea ^if’iculty in dealing with the Zakka Khcl is due 
to tlie existciice ol this “ back-duor ” and the knowledge that 
beyond it lies a sure and safe asylum. The “front-door” to 
the valley is from the Khaibar Pass and over the Alachi range, 
across which are four pusses—the Chura, Alachi, Bori and 
Bazar. The first t hree have been made use of by our troops 
on former <‘xp( ditions. Of all four the Chura is by far the 
eaaiest und it lias the advantage, or disadvantage as the case 
may be, uf Icadir^g tluDUgh the loTTitory of another clan, the 
M:ilik«liii Khcl, iii wjudi the chi 'f, Yar 'Tnhammad Khan, 
l>roh:sscs 1 11 '; deejKv^l sympatliy vith our cause. 

(buter.d ilh ock ' Iuh] huV'Cd ilie injlowing plun ol Oju ra- 
1 ba'-j .jjr for tious jor eincriug the Bazer Valley. To 
voc nni^ ! vbll'w. ccincentratc f he liobl loree at Lala China ami 

tion an advanced b: 
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to despa tc j the day ai U^r eonce- 





transport and carrying emergency rations to China in 
Bazar by the Chura Pass. ‘The rear brigade, with all transport 
for the force was to reach * Chura on the same da}" and 
remain there ready to reinforce. Meanwhile, a flying column 
moving from Landi Kotal was to block the passes at the west 
end of the Bazar Valley. 

It was, however, found that, owing to the heavy snow on 
the higher hills, the latter movement had to be modified, it 
being at that time impossible to reach the Thabai Pass on the 
Morga range from Landi Kotal, or to reach the Tsatsobi Pass 
without entering the Bazar Valley by the Bazar Pass. 

On the 12th Pebruary the expeditionary force, composed 
as follows, was assembled at Peshawar ready to make a 
forward movement. 

Is*/ Brigade (Brigadier-General Anderson), 

1st Battalion, Eoyal Warwick- Sections A and B, No. I, British 
shire Kegiment. Field TTospita], 

53rd Sikhs. No. 101, Native Field Hospital. 

69 th Scinde Pi Acs. Sections A and B, No. 102 

Native Field Hospital. (/>) 

2nd Battalion, 5th Gurkhas.(a) Brigade Supply Column. 

2nd Brigade (Major-General Barrett). 

1st Battalion, Seaforth Sections CandD, No. 1 British 
Highlanders. ' Field Hospital. 

2>ith Punjabis Sections C and I), No. 102 

Native Field Hospital, (b) 

45th Sikhs. No. 103 Native Field Hospital. 

54th Sikhs. Brigade Supply Column. 

Divisunml Troops. 

2 S(.[uadrons, 19th Lancers. 

2 Squadrons, 37th Lancers, (a) 

23rd Sikh Pioneers. (/) 

25th Punjabib. 

No. 3 Mountain Baticry, Koval Garrison Arlillery. ((/) 

4 gums, 22nd (Dcrajat) Mountain Battery. {/) 

No. 0 Company, 1st Sapf)era and MiiuW. (/) 

Three Sections No. O Company. 2nd Sapper^ and Minors (/) 
No. 105 Native Field lli>Hpit;il. 

{a] Tciapi;]urilv altn -lud to tU,- Ciid 
(6) Rrm:nii('C Vampiir.'rjlv a a* > b.i- \ 

(/) Temporurjlj xo i.st Urtg ulc. 


WiN(sr^^_ 
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800 Khaibar Eifles. 


3rrf Brigade {Major-Geyieral Wathis) {in Reserve at Notvshera). 

1st Battalion, Royal Munster Fusiliers, (c) 

23rd Peshawar Mountain Battery, (c) 

1st Battalion, 5tli Gurkhas, (e) 

1st Battalion, 6th Gurkha Rifles, (c) 

55th Coke’s Rifles. 

25th Punjabis, {d) 

Sections A and B, No. 2 British Field Hospital, (c) 

No. 112 Native Field Hospital, (c) 

Sections A and B., No. 113 Native Field Hospital, (c) 
Brigade Supply Column. 

Colonel Koos-Keppel was placed iu command of the flying 
Movement's of the column, which was to advance from Landi 
iiyinK eoinmn. Kotal. The wiug of the 2nd-5th Gurklias 

left Jamrud on the evening of the 12th February en rauic for 

2ncl-oih Ouikhft:s Landi Kotal. On the 13th, the posts of 
Khaibar RiQcs. Kluiibar Rifles, as far as Ali Musjid, 

were taken over by the 25th Punjabis from the 3rd Reserve 
Brigade and two squadrons of the 10th Lancers from the 
Diviffionnl Troops, Colonel S. Biddulph was placed in command 
of tlie Line of Comiunnicatioii». The Rliaibar Rifles on being 
relieved marched to Landi Kotal, at whieli place on tlie 
evening of the 14th, the flying column was assembled and 
rc^idy for the move into the Bazar Valley. 

At 4 a.m. on the 15th, Colonel RooK-Kcppel left Landi 
Kotal with his force and by 0-15 A. M. reached the crest of the 
J^a/.ar Purji^ wUhoui mcciing with any opposition. From the 
]k/AI tijc fuiOC sonth, and arrived 

at China the same evening. Cliin.i wa.'i h/uml to bo unoteu- 
pied and the towern and cie lortUicrt of the village gave 
fthfib 01 from iho fire, of th<* f.nij who, as usual, opened lire 
iiH Boon as it was dark. (Jne i :' s lid to have been kille<l 
mid a noth (U’ wounded during the night. 


(r) Iua4\irt('(1 lil \''WH)iRin. 

('p 'i'onipr)r;;rily dll ih< L u«‘of (_’.*mniUnicalU»n. 
if'} ni iV 'f 'W e 
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The main column under General Willcocks left Peshawai 
Advance of ike main on the morning of the 13th February and 


cdumn. 

Advanced co I u vi n 
und e r General 
Willcocks. 

2ncl Brigade. 

No. 3 M. B. R. O. A. 
u3rd Siklis. 

Wing, 2-5th Gurkhas. 
Det. Gth Coy. S. & M. 


halted that night at Jamrud. On the 
following day All Musjid was reached. On 
the 15th the*^ field force left Lala China 
and entered the Bazar Valley by the_ China 
Pass.^ At daybreak the 2nd Brigade with 
certain additional troops advanced, 
simultaneously with the movement of 
the “ flying column” by the Bazar Pass. 
General Willcocks accompanied this column. Three days’ 
rations were carried on the person by all ranks. A echelon 
1st Line Transport and detachments of No. 1 British and 
No. 103 Native Field Hospital only were taken. The 
remainder of the 2nd Brigade Baggage and supply columns 
marched in rear of tlie 1st Brigade, which followed the 2nd 
Brigade. The 59th Rifles fiom the 1st Brigade were left 
at Ali Musjid. 


As the lii-st part of the march was through Malikdin Kliel 

1 st brigade under couutry opposition was not cxpected nor 
was it encountered. Passing Chura the 
column turned west up the Bazar Walley, 
and until Tsarkhum on the bordei's oi 
Zakka Khel Couutry was reached, no shot 
was fired. Tsarkhum stands on a steep clii! 
overlooking the Bazar Tangi, and as the 
advanced guard reached this point tire was 
opeiioil from th<'. liigh lull Tsapuia, ai'J iiic 
It fi Hank piquet;^ CO\ cred by the 'Tiuis, were 
engaged the whole way to Walai, near 
where the colunin halted tor the night. 
The wing of the 2-5th Gurkhas was IcIt 
to occupy Tsapara and thus se.ciiro the line 
oi communication with ClnnM where the 1st Brigade and 
baggage-coliimiifi w*ro halt tor the night oF i (le I St h-liU/ii. 
fa)ijih, of Wahii, aiid m llio fDili fDiinod bv t j 
of iho BaziO' nnd Wslai nahiR, Btonrla a hi!I called Khar 
Gundai, whi-li oci:U))k‘s a commanding pv*s;iIon m the 
J3a?ar Vidley^ 


Gemral Anderson. 

Ist Royal Warwicks. 
22ad Mountain Bat¬ 
tery. 

I Squadron, 37th 
Lanoerp. 

No. 0 Company, 
Sapporo and Mini rn. 
Ka 0 r inpany. 
t-B siiitl Muvor . 

;'Tul Supply 
Colmuns of b o t )• 
Brigadi 

No. 1 Uritish Field 

No. ini N dive Fi.'ld 

Honpilal. 


Contrary toall exf.ectationi tlna waa found t - be unocr ipu-d 
by thecneiny. Taknigshelter trenri anipers bh;- foree hed 

hir tho nild‘‘ in il a 3 n.Vjou*, B >00 y . rbl ' ( pTr ‘-.i st o " t li 
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cinders During the night these piquets and others 
nding the camp were heavily fired oru The enemy, who 
appear to have been chiefly Anai ZakkaKhel and Sangu Khel, 
were led by Dadai, the notorious raider who was severely 
wounded. It is said that three of the enemy were killed and 
seven wounded, whilst the casualties in General ^Yillcocks’ 
column were one killed and two wounded. Early on the morning 
of the 16th, signalling commimication was 
The coJuD^ conoen- established with Colonel Eoos-Keppel’s 
rale near a ai. column at China and General Willcocks 

having selected a site for his standing camp nearer to Walai, 
the Landi Kotal column moved in to join him there. 
During the day the baggage and supply columns were 
brought up from Cliura, where the strong fort belonging to 
Yar Mahomed Khan of the M»alikdin Khel had been occupied 
by the 1st Brigade under General Anderson on the previous 
day. 

A piquet of the 45th Sikhs, forming part of an escort 
to a convoy of supplies, was attacked whilst on the lower 
slopes of Sara Paial hill by Anai Zakka Khel led by Multan. 
The hill which the enemy had occupied was carried by the 
45th Sikhs willi the loss of two men wounded. They were 
supported by the Seaforth Highlanders and mountain guns. 

The site selected for the camp, a well concealed position 
practically in the bed of the Walai Stream, 
was surrounded by the Khar Gundai and 
a circle of hills to the north, all of which were piquetted. 
This position had the advantage of a well secured line of 
communication with the 1st Brigade at Chura, and at the 
same time it gave complete command of the whole valley. 
Gem^ral Willcocks was now able to turn his attention to 
carrying out punitive measures. Owing to the naturally 
barren nature of the count ry it was almost impossible to inflict 
any irerious damage upon the Zakka Khel. 

The village of China, the most important settlement in 
the valley was the first objective, and on the following day 
its destruction was commenced. 


W/Uai ramp. 


^hiAi inn ill. 

Punitli e Meomrcii in Ihr^tr Valhy illili >o 
\Hh Feirruary,- firing intf) c nup took place on. 

the /light oi the iOth, Inii the I'ad been abb- to puovide 
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themselves with suflicient cover and no casualties were reported. 
Telephonic comiuunication had been established between 
Head-Quarters and the most important piquets, from which 
early information was obtained of the enemy’s movements. 
During the morning the enemy were seen to be moving 
about amongst the hills near China and building sangars. 
The mountain guns opened fire from Zir Ghund and about 
200 men were seen to retreat south towards Halwai. 
It was also reported that earlier in the morning three or 
four hundred had been seen leaving Jabagai, that about a hun¬ 
dred were in Halwai and that the towers along the Bazar 
^mla were occupied. During the day most of the 1st Brigade 
marched in from Chura, so that sufficient troops were 
available to form two columns for daily operations in the 
valley. 

ISth Fvhruary, — A iiiLved , column under General Barrett 
moved out before day break to destroy the towers and enclos¬ 
ures at China. The Seaforth Highlanders and Gurkhas, 
moving by Sarmundo and Khwar and covered by the 
mountain guns, occupied the hills north of China. Lieute¬ 
nant Macfadycn, attached Seaforth Highlanders, was 
mortally wounded in this advance. Meanwhile the remain¬ 
der of the column arrived at China, destroyed the 
main towers and collected a quantity of wood and fodder. 
On leaving to return to camp the ctdumu was followed 
up by the enemy. The troops retired steadily. The 
battery and its escort in the comparatively open countvy 
south of China was Rpeciall}' selected by the enemy for 
attack. The 54th Sikhs, who were also on this flank, were 
hotly engaged, some of the tribesmen approaching to revolver 
range. By 4-30 p.m. the Gurkhas, who held the hills above 
China, had moved oH them and the Seaforth Highlanders iiacl 
also come down from the eastern slopes which tluy haii 
occupied. The Zakka Khel, v ho made irnitloss attempts to 
follow up tlie re^tireniont. lost heavily and it was noticeable 
tli.tt in fiitin’o chey were more careful to avoid open, 
country. 

As the tri>ops retired wdthin the cronp ])i!|ueLS, i lu' enemy 3 
fire slackeiicd grmlually and by 0 j ,m. ha 1 eoasod. y*' 
single shot was fired at the piquets during the nighf. l^e 
total casualties were three oilicers, tw^o British i.nik and Hie. 
and foDrnai i've rank and file wa)imded. It w reporred ( .n t ins 
day tbfit bi'-gc ninnbers of the Bazar Zakkn Kiev! .*ud nuuiy 
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ja Khel Shinwari volunteers were collected at the Thabai 
Mangal Bagh passes, also that traders in ammunition had 
arrived from Afghanistan and were selling their supplies at 
half the usual rate. On the other hand reports were also 
received that jirgas of tlie other Afridi tribes were collecting 
with a \dew to coming in to arrange a settlement and that 
many of the tribes were anxious for peace. 

l^tli Fehruary ,—^A column under the command of General 
Anderson marched out of camp Walai at 7-15 a.m. Tlie 
object of the day’s operations was to complete the destruc¬ 
tion of China and to collect forage. No opposition was 
encountered during the forward movement, but the enemy 
endeavoured to harass the letirement. Two hundred and fifty 
mule loads of fodder were collected, and camp was reached at 
5-30 P.M. without any casualties on our side. 

20thFebruary.—A column under General Anderson advanced 
towards the Tsatsobi pass in order to carry out a recon¬ 
naissance in that direction. On the way the towers at Khwar 
and Sarmando were destroyed. As the column approached 
the pass the advanced guard was fired on from the hills on 
both sides, and the left flanking battalions were attacked on 
the hills west of China. Information regarding this route, 
as faj; as tlie foot of the pass, was obtained for incorporation 
in the survey of the valley and the column returned to camp. 
Casualties ?u7. 


Sl 


216/-During the last few days the enemy had 
been seen gathering in considerable strength in the vicinity of 
Halwai, in the south-western corner of the valley, where 
they had been joined by many Sangu Khel and other 
Bhinwaris from the direction of the Thabai pass. On the 21st 
two columns under Generals Barrett and Anderson moved out 
to deliver a c ombined attack on this position. Soon after 
daylight the 28th Punjabis ot enpied the heights near China 
Olid hold them during the day to cover the retirement, the 
rcniai]ch>i’ of Goucial Barrett’s column taking the route south 
of Cliina. The Khaibar RilJes and No. 6 Company Sappers 
inov^d by (he Baziir iiala and destroyed the towers of Kago 
Kamar. The eneim kept up a coutijmous fire cu this place, 
dnrii-g the whole day. The Highlariders on the 

^•xtreii.oleh ocfMijuofi tho Saran Hill- and kep^ the enemy 
te* tfic south and west of Halwai. 

Meeaiwhilo Genera] Andcisene c-'‘lumn moving north of 
Ciuna by KJtwar and tlu harwakai p.ua dcbcucbed on to the 
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^ ain north of Halwai; During this movement the enemy 
kept up a dropping fire from the direction of Pastakai. 
The two columns now advanced simulraneouslv. The 
steep cliffs overlooking Halwai were occupied without a 
check, the mountain guns making the enemy’s sangars 
quite untenable. The right of General Anderson’s column 
was well protected from any attack from the direction of 
the Thabai or Mangal Bagh passes by the 59th Rifles. The 
towers and stacks of timber in Halwai were destroyed and 
the force commenced its return march to camp. This Wiis, 
as usual, the signal for numerous parties to come down from 
the Thabai direction. These opened fire at long ranges, but 
the Mountain Battery kept them on the move. 

Both Brigades were now moving by the south of China 
hills, which were held by the 28th Punjabis. As the rearmost 
battalion arrived abreast of China, the enemy’s fire had 
almost died away, but as the 28th Punjabis covered by the 
fire of the guns began to leave the hills, the tribesmen appear¬ 
ed in considerable numbers and closely pressed the battalion. 
The Punjabis withdrew steadily, but lost one man killed 
and eight wounded. On the left the Seaforth Highlanders 
and Khaibar Rifles were also attacked, the enemy advancing 
to close range suffered many casualties. Whilst directing his 
rearmost companies at this stage of the fight Major Hon’ble 
Forbes-Sempill, commanding the Seaforth Highlanders, was 
killed. The 58rd Sikhs, who formed the rear centre, covered 
the retirement. On the arrive^ of rear guard east of China 
hills, the enemy drew off and only fired at long ranges. Our 
casualties for the day were one Ikitisli officer and one sepoy 
killed, and ten native ra.iik and file wounded. Not a shot 
was fired into camp this night. 


22nd Feh'uary .—The force sthyod in camp and only 
ordinary convoy duties were done. Sangu Kliel and other 
Shinwaris continued to arrive by the Thabai Pass, and although 
the most influential ]\Taliks of ilu' Afridi tribes wore iiow' 
assembling at thurn to arran ic t< rms of peace, it was feared 
that the pre..st?ncc of these reinfoiccuionts would ha\ c the efleet 
of delaying a settlement. On fin's niglit the tribesmen tried 
sniping from sever il directions simnltancously, and some of 
them ngain pirdicd iip clos<- to the piijuels. A nou-commis- 
sioned officer was wounded. 


2.3ed — A coh.mn viTidrv (brncia) Aieferson mnvcil 

out during the ro ^ idiui fo t (dlect iueb ilie sear*uty 

i'' 
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_ iicli was beginning to make itself felt in camp. The 

o^osition offered was half-hearted. Two himdred and fifty 
mule loads of fuel were collected. During the afternoon 
nearly 400 men representing the united Afridi jirga, came in 
from Chm’a and appeared extremely anxious to arrange a 
settlement. The Maliks even professed themselves ready to 
use force to bring the Zakka Khel to terms. 

On the following day the jirga was interviewed by Colonel 
Eoos-Keppel. They expressed confidence in their ability to 
effect a settlement with the Zakka Khel and all, even the 
Pakkai Zakka Khel, were agreed that no settlement would be 
satisfactory, which did not provide for the punishment of the 
individual raiders. A suspension of operations for two days 
(25th and 26th February) was granted to allow the jirga to 
meet the Zakka Khel and discuss terms with them at Halwai. 


Chapter IV. 


Overtures for settlement to withdrawal of troajis. 


(25th February to 2nd March.) 


The Afridi jirga left on the morning of the 25th February 
to meet the Zakka Khel at Halwai. They 
The Afridi jirga had to perform a delicate task, which was 
meet the Zaidra Khel rendered even mote difficult by the pre- 
^ sence of Sangu Khel volunteers who stood 

Extern.] interfer- sliouting abuse, 

£iUCO. endeavoured to persuade the Zakka Khel 

to further resistance. The maliJes had 
urged that the presence of the troops in the valley was 
necessary in order to give weight to their representations to 
the Zakka Khel and that if they were withdrawn before 
their deliberations were completed, they could not guarantee 
the success of their mission. General Willcocks had meanwhile 


been informed that no rigid limitation was imposed on his 
stay in the valley, provided a settlement was quickly arrived 
a t and followed by the early withdr iwal of the troops. 

In spite of the interference of this outside element at 
the jirga, the counsels of the malihs pre¬ 
vailed and the repres'^ntative elders of the 
Zakka Khel (ook an ^)ath on the Koran 
to abide by iheir decisions. On the 2Cth 
a Vvater ♦ Bceat of tiio 45th Sikhs on Tsapara Hill wes attaeked 


Tb- 

dW€Mr 
Ui' igi 


Zukla Khti 
t’j aikido bv 
15 '- of jnga. 
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in thick scrub jungle and lost one sepoy killed and two 
wounded. Early in the morning of this day terms having 
been arranged, the ^Vfridi jirga started back to report the 
result to General Willcocks. However they were delayed by 

Return of jirga ^ miscellaneous laslikar consisting of Sangu 
delayed by reinforce- Khel Shiiiwaiis, about a thousand Ningra- 
miscellaneous haris and a few Mohmands, which advanced 
from the direction of the Thabai Pass. 

The Zakka Khel prevailed upon these to withdraw again 
to the western end of the valley pointing out that they had 
come too late to be of use and that they would only spoil the 
settlement which all the Afridis desired. After some demur 
this Ictslikar agreed to wait until the negotiations of the jirga 

The return to 

Walai. prga arrived too late to be received at 

Walai on tliis day, and on the 27th they 
were met and conducted into camp by the Chief Political 
Officer after depositing their rifles for safe custody. 

The night of the 27th was spent in discussing the details 
, , of settlement, and by the afternoon on the 

Terms of settlement ooi.1, j • j • -r^ • 

arranged and accept.ci ^8th a document drawH up 111 Persian 
by General Willcocks. and giving thc full terms, ’was presented to 
General AVillcocks in public jirga. This 
document was endorsed by all tlie jnaliks and influential 
elders, and in it was apportioned to diflerent clans the responsi¬ 
bility for tlie good behaviour of the various Zakka Kiiol sec¬ 
tions. They promised to assist each other in punishing bad 
characters and agreed that Government might punisli them 
for the misdeeds ot' tluKSo for whom they stood security. 
General \^’illeocks seeing that these terms more than sn fcisfied 
the demands of Government formally acceptt'd them. 

Meanwhile secret orders had been issued for the withdrawal 
of the troops on the following day. The 
Zakka Khel and such other of the prgas as 
desired \verc allowed to proceed t-o China 
at once, and the work of strcngtlieniug tl'e camp was carried 
out as usual. During this niglit, before the of agreement 
were known at Chura, the camp there w'as heavily sniped and 
four native soldiers were wounded. 

Early on the morning ol the 2iUh General BaiToft’s 
brigade commenced their return march t^o 
Ali ]Musjid via thc Chura PasH. By {) a.M. 
tlie baggage and tmn.sport (,)i both, brigado.s 


Withdrawal 

troops. 


Dti d'B of ilio 
mctr. h. 
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Walai Camp and by 10 a.m. the rearmost piqueti 
jan to withdraw. General Anderson’s brigade covered the 
withdrawal and remained at Ohura on the night of the 29th, 
whilst General Barrett’s brigade had marched straight 
through to Ali Musjid. 


Sl 


On 1st March all troops except the 59th Rifles and 2 
Squadrons, 19th Lancers, wliich were left as a guard over the 
stores at Ali Musjid, arrived at Jamrud, and on the following 
day at Peshawar. 


During the entire operations not a single follower, public 
or private, was killed or wounded and only one rifle was lost, 
belonging to a man killed whilst skirmishing in thick bush. 
From the time the force left Walai Camp until its arrival 
in British India not a shot was fired. 


The results of the expedition appeared in every way success- 
■ , ^ t:, ful. TheAfridi jirga had undertaken the 

tionr ° punishment of the raiders and the res¬ 

ponsibility for their future good behaviour. 
After the return of the troops the whole jirga came to 
Peshawar t5 discuss wnth the Political Agent the nature of the 
punishment to be inflicted upon the raiders. They organised a 
jirga of about 600 men, representatives of each Afridi clan, to 
visit the Z.ikka Khel settlements in turn. This jirga spent 
about a month in Zakka Khel country, living on the 
inhabitants according to tribal custom. This proceeding in 
itself constituted a puni.ilanent. They succeeded in getting 
hold of all the raiders except Multan, who had taken refuge 
in Afghan territory. Tliey beat them and took away their 
booty, which was .subsequently handed over to the Political 
Agent at Jamrud for return to the owners. They deposited 
Borne rifles as a pledge that they would, not allow Multan to 
settle in Tirah until he had been properly piinisluid and they 
further made a petition that Covernment would request His 
IVhijcsty the Amir either to surrender him and like refugees 
or to expel them. 

Whilst at Jamrud the jirgas v/ere pestered by numerous 
messengers from the ^Mohmaiids and from Afghanistan urging 
them to join iji a rising and to threaten P^^shawar. Although 
this produced an un^rdtling''flVet no trouble resulted. Thd 
Maliks Pud eJjlors of the had fully redeemed their 

projiiiac'o and tiiey wnTe rcwaidt J 1 y Goverrinient, 
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appendix 1. 


Desj)afcli of Major-General Sir Janies Willcocks, 

Major-General Sir James Willcocks, after describing the operations 
of the force under his command, concludes his despatch as follows :— 

^ I beg to bring to the notice of His Excellency the Commander-in- 
Chiei the soldierly conduct of all ranks of the Force. Their good dis¬ 
cipline and cheer fulness have been very marked, and it has indeed 
been an honour to command such a fine division in the field. The 
fact that Brigades were employed intact under their own Generals and 
Staff, as they had been trained in peace time, made the carrying out 
of all operations a simple matter, and my own share in the work was^ 
appreciably lightened by having been allowed to select my Staff Officers 
from the permanent Divisional establishment. 

That the enemy lost heavily whilst our own casualties were small 
is duo to tbo iuiprovfiuont in iiiaskctry truining and the Planner in 
wliieli the troops work and run up shelter at the shortest possible 
notice. Sangars and pits quickly covered the bivouacs and the pi<juets 
were secured against a rush at night by wire entanglements, etc. 
Constant night work now forms a regular part of infantry training and 
the results were very plainly visible. As far as liill fighting is con- 
cemed our tropps had little to learn from the Afridis. 

The various departments of the force were all satisfactoiy and 
especially the transport sorvice, where the discipline and order that 
prevailed were very noticeable. 

The ^od conduct of the Khaibar Rifles, many of whom were actu¬ 
ally serving against their own kith and kin, is a remarkable testimony 
to their efficiency and loyalty. Not a rifle was lost by the corps, nor 
was there a single desertion. 

The enemy’s losses, as far as can be ascertained at prescufr, have 
been at least 70 killed and the wounded may reasonably be put at a 
much higher figure. 

1 have much pleasure in bringing to the favourable notice of llL^ 
Excellency the Comraander-ind hief the names of the lolloving olEcers 
and others who have rendered exceptionally good service: — 


Divisional Staff. 

Brigadicr^Qmrnl U. MnUaly, C.B., Chid Stiff O/Jmr. 

1 cannot speak too highly of this officer. From bUrt to fmisli Ids 
work was done with a thoroughness which left nothing to bo desirotl. 
His knowledge of Staff dutiea, his ability and lii-s untiring energy in the 
field ]i?vve all ijoipcd considerably in bringing the operaliourf. in a 
successful issue. I apecially recommend him for ndvain’eiucnt in the 
service. 
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hlonel Tf. Monetj, Royal Artillery, Assistant Ad/jutanJt and 
Quarterniaster-General. 



All excellent Staff officer who materially helped in organising the 
force. His past experience in the field combined with his decided 
abihty, energy and zeal have been of the greatest assistance, and i 
specially commend him to the Commander-in-Chiefs notice. 

Captain A, J5. Whatman^ D.S.O., Somersetshire Light Infantry, 
Chief Signalling Officer. 

No officer in the force did better work. The signalling to and 
from India and tactically in rhe field was of a very high order. His 
energy, perseverance under trying conditions, and his coolness in all 
circumstances are remarkable, and I strongly recommend him for 
advancement. 


Captain N. F. C, Livingsione-Learmouth, Ibth Hussars. 

A fine soldier. Did very good work in the field and was most help¬ 
ful in all the duties of a Staff officer. * 


Lieutenant A. P. Y. Layvghorne, Royal Artillery, Aide-de-Camp. 

An exceptionally good officer, very zealous and energetic and 
possesses plenty of common sense. He rendered me valuable aid in 
the field and I specially commend him to the Commander-in-Chief. 

Captain E. T. Rich, Royal Engineers. 

A \exy good officer, most energetic and always to the fore. His 
maps and reports were of great assistance during operations. He has 
completed a very careful survey of the Bazar Valley. 

Major A. Mullahj, D.S.O., Dimsional Traytsport Officer. 

A very practical and useful officer in the field. Under his orders 
everything worked most satisfactorily. 

First Bbigadb. 

Brigadier-General 0. A. Anderson, C.B. 

Twice commanded columns with marked success, also covered the 
retirement from the J3azar Valley, which operation was conducted wuth 
skill- He is a very good Brigadier; and possesses the thorough confi¬ 
dence of all ranks. 

Litutcnanl-Colonel F, A/* Steivart, 2nd Battalion bf/i Gurkhas. 

An excellent Bottalion Commander who was frequently assigueJ 
difficult duticM which he invariably carried out most satisfactorily. 
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Ca'ptain G. de Sansmarez, D.S.O., R.A,, 22nd Mountain Battenj. 

A gallant soldier and very good gunner, did splendidly on every 
occasion that the battery was employed. 

Ca/ptain A, L. Tarver, 12ith Baluchistan Infantry, Deputy Assistant 
Adjutant-General, Brigade, 

A good Staff Officer whose work in the field was exceedingly well 
performed. 

Second Bkigade. 

Major-General A. A. Barrett, C.B. 

Commanded the Brigade in the first advance into Bazar and again 
on 8th February near China when the enemy were very severely 
handled. He has much frontier experience and is a most reliable 
soldier. 

Captain and Adjutant K, G. Buchanan, *) 16/ Battalion, Seafortli Iligh- 
Major R. S. Vandclexir, / landers. 

^ I specially bring these two officers to ELis Excellency the Commander- 
in-Chief’s notice. The Seaforths have throughout the operations 
proved themselves a very fine battalion and have done a great share 
of the work of the force. Had Major the Hon’ble Forbes-Sempill lived 
I should have recommended him for a reward for his distinguished 
services. 

Lieutenant-Colonel K. J. Buchanan, SiJehs {Frontier Force). 

An able and energetic commanding officer. Has a fine regiment 
and has shown himself a cajiable leader of men. 

Captain II. A. H. Rice 1 

Lieutenant S. R. ShirtJy, j (Frotdier Force). 

These two officers behaved with great gallantry before China on 
18th hebruary, and 1 recommend them for some mark of distinction. 

Captain J. F. Villicrs-Stuart, obth Rifles, Orderly Officer to General 

Barrett. 

A good soldier, active and resourceful. Did very good work in 
the field. 

Lieutenant C. B. Ilarcourt, 28/A Punjahis. 

Acted with coolness and much judgment on 21st February during 
the withdrawal from CTiina hills. 


Khajbar Kifles, 

Captain II. A II. Bickford, mh Rifles {Fronlkr Force). 
Commanded the corps with ability and showed how well traita* 
border loldiers will work even against their own people w hen well i«l. 
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Political. 


i strongly commend to the favourable notice of the Commander-in- 
Chief and of Government the services of— 


LieiUenant-Colonel G. 0. Roos-Keppel, C.I.E., Chief Political Officer 

tvitli the Force. 

He commanded tlie column which advanced from Landi Kotal on 
15th February. This duty was very well carried out. He also accom¬ 
panied me every day with the various punitive columns. It is due to 
his tact, judgment and thorough knowledge of all the Afridi tribes that 
the settlement of the Zakka Khel question was so rapidly and satis¬ 
factorily brought to a conclusion. I cannot speak too highly of his 
valuable services which are deserving of full recognition. 

Khan Bahadur Sahihzada Abdul Qaiyum, Assistant to the Chief Political 

Officer, 

I have brought his services prominently to the notice of the 
Foreign Department of the Government of India, and I would here 
only add that his assistance to the troops during our first advance was 
thoroughly appreciated by us all. 

Mr. J. W. Littleicood, District Traffic Superintendent, North-Western 

Railway. 

Gave me great assistance and at the shortest po.ssibic notice arranged 
for the many trains necessary to move up the Reserve Brigade to 
Nowshera. 

32. For His Excellency the Commander-in-Chief’s information 
I have attached on a separate list—Appendix A—the names of officers 
warrant and nou-coraniissioned officers and men (British and Native) 
who did extra good work during the operations. 

33. 1 l>eg to recommend the following native non-commissioned 
officers and men for distinguished gallantry in the field ;— 

2bik Punjabis. 

No. 2992 Havildar Hari .Siugh, 

No. 4105 Naik Gurdit tSingh. 

No. 4178 vSepoy Munshi. 

^4ih Sikhs (Froyiitcr Force), 

^o. J.877 Bepoy Bishn Birigh. 

Khuibar Rifles. 

Ha' ildar Tar Baz. 

A iiut of ca ualties i« aitaLhed. 
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Colonel S. F. Biddulph, 19tli Lancers, Commanding the line of 
Communication. 

Lieutenant-Colonel M. W. Kerin, B.A.M.C., Senior Medical OlGSicer 
to the Force. 

Lieutenant-Colonel W. J. D. Dundee, C.I.E., R.E., Commanding 
Royal Engineer, Force. 

Major G. L. H. Sanders, Supply and Transport Corps, Chief 
Supply Officer with the Force. 

Major C. L. Gregory, 19th Lancers, Deputy Assistant Quarter¬ 
master-General. 

Major F. G. Lucas, D.S.O., 5th Gurkha Rifles. 

Captain W. N. Lushington, Supply and Transport Corps, Com- 
manduiit, 2Sth Mule Corps. 

Captain P. H. Dyke, 127th Baluch Light Infantry, Commandant, 
6th Mffie Corps. 

Captain J. R. E. Charles, D.S.O., R.E., Commanding No. 6 
Company, 1st Sappers and Miners. 

• Captain and Adjutant C. A. Milward, 53rd Sikhs. 


No. 31873 Sergeant Charlton, 3rd Mountain Batteiy, Royal Garrison 
Artillery. 

Sergeant-Major Norman-Reid, The Seaforth Highlanders. 

No. 2739 Colour-Sergeant John Smith, The Seaforth Highlanders. 
Conductor W. J. Lyttle, 6th Mule Corps. 

Native officers and non-commissioned officers. 


Jemadar Mir jVJimad, Khaibar Rifles. 

Subadar Mihan Singh, 28th Punjabis. 

Jemadar Daud Shah, 55th (Coke’s) Rifles. 

Subadar-Major Aniar Sing Tlispa, 2-5th Gurkha RifloB, 

^ Subadar Sayyid Ali, 53rd Sikhs (Frontier Force). 

Havnlilar Mohin Khan, 59th Scinde Rifles (Fnjiitior Force). 

No. 698 Ist class Hospital Assistant Karn Chaiid, 45th Sikhs. 
No. 766 Driver Mangal Singh, 22ad Der ijat Mountain Battery. 
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Iketurn of c'asualiies in action Bazar Valley Field Force from lUfi to 
2M Feh'uary 1908. 

Summary. 

Officers—1 killed, 4 wounded, nil missing. 

Non-commissioned officers and men—2 killed, 33 wounded, nil 
missing. 

Norninal return of officers hiUedy wounded and missing. 


I.—KILLED. 

Rank. 

Name. j Nature of wound. 

Major 

The Hon’blo D. Forbca-Sempill, ' Gunshot w’ound of chest penetrating 
Ist Scaforth Highlanders. i heart. 


II^WOUNDED. 


Rank. 

Name. 

Description 
of wound— 
dangerous, 
severe or 
slight. 

Nature of wound. 

Lieutenant 

J. F. King, 3rd Mountain Batter}', 
Royal Garrison Artillery. 

P. ik. F. W. A’Bokett, 3rd Moun¬ 
tain Battery, Royal Garrison 
Artillery. 

Slight 

Gunshot wound, loft foot. 

Lieutenant 

Do. 

Ditto 

right hand. 

Snd-Lieutenant . 

Ian Campbell MaoFadyon, let 
Scaforth Uighlandors. 

Dangerous. 

Ditto 

abdomen 

(died). 

Captain . 

R. M. Carter, Indian Modieal Ser¬ 
vice, 

Severe 

Ditto 

loft arm. 


HI.—MISSING—A^|7. 


Nominal return of non-commissioned officers and men killed^ wounded 

and missing. 

I.—KILLED. 


Regi¬ 

mental 

No. 

Bank. 

Name. j 



Briti$h Troopt. 

0013 

Private . 

R, Fordyco, Int Scaforth High- 
landcts. 



Native Troope. 


k^apoy , , 

Gurdial Singli, -iruh Sikhs 

1 


Nature of wound. 


Gunflhol wound, nock nnU fhrtl 
wilU lujury to arU'iiri. 
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II.—WOUNDED. 


Eegi. 

mental 

No. 


1102 


45964 


Bank. 


Sergeant 


Gunner 


Dp. 


Description I 
of wound— , 
dangerous, 
severe or 
' slight. ! 


Nature of wound. 


British Troops. j 

F. Pounds, 3rd Mountain | Slight 
Battery, Royal Garrison j 
Artillery. 


I 


Do. 


22834 Do. 


401C Ck)lou r-S e r- 
i geant. 

0272 I Private 
I 


J. Simaon, 3rd Mountain 
Battery, Royal Garrison ' 
Artillery. I 


E. iKtchelmoro, 3rd Mountain ' Do. 
i Battery, Royal Garrison j 
] Artillery. 

( II. Saltor, 3rd Mountain i Sovero 
' Battery, Royal Ga'rison 
Artillery. ^ 

C. Wright, Ist Royal War- Do. 

I wicks. 

J. Eisthen, 1st Seuforth High- Do. 

I landere. , 


I 


Gunshot wound, left ankls. 


Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

^Ditto 


left h&nd, 

right hand. 

chest. 

left thigh, 
left forearm 


(aecidantally shot by a 
comrado). . 


Native Troops. 


67 

Driver . 

! Mangal Singh, 22nd Mountain 
Battery. 

Slight 

Gunshot wound, right thigh. 

35 

Do. . 

Mohamed Alam, 6th Com- 
. j^any, let Sappers and 

' Do. 

. Ditto 
flesh. 

of abdomen. 

3084 

, Sepoy . 

! Mery Karush, 0th Company, 
j 2nd Sappers nnd Minora. 

Severe 

Fruoturo, left log, caused by 
explosion. 

2280 

Do. . 

Arik Sawami, 9th Clompany, 
2nd Sappers and Minors. 

Do. 

Contusion, right shoulder 
by explosion. 

4657 

, Do. . . 

Bhag Singh, 23rd Pioneers . 

Po. 

Gunshot wound, loft kg. 

4940 

Do. . 

• | Khom Singh 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

right hand. 

8086 1 

1 Do. . 

Imam Din 

Do, 

Slight 

Do. 

left hand. 

4310 1 

‘ Do. . 

' Khaja M ihamod, 
jabU. 

28th Pun- 

Dangerous. 

Do. 

abdomen 

4001 j 

Do. . 

, Abbas Khan, 98th Punjabis . 

Severe 

Gunshot wound of nock. 

4688 ^ 

Do. . 

Kapura 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

right thigh. 

2821 

Naik . 

1 KapUra 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

right forearm. 

2824^ 

Colour^Havil- 

dar. 

Abdulla Khan 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

right thumb. 

3592 

Sc£>oy . 

Guruiukh Singh 

1>0, 

Slight 

l>o. 

left shouldom 


Do. . 

. Ratu-ik 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

left hand. 
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OUNDlfiJu— 



Regi¬ 

mental 

No. 

Bank. 

Name. 

Description 
of wound— 
dangerous, 
severe or 
slight. 

Nature of wound. 



Naiive Troops^ — continued. 



3954 

Sopoj . 

Revalu 28th Panjabis . 

Dangerous . 

Gunshot wound, abdomen 
{died). 

4960 

Do. . 

Sheama 

Do. 

Severe 

Gunshot wound of testiclo 
and right thig^ 

.. 

Sabodar 

Sangat Singh, 45th Sikhs 

Do. 

Gunshot wound, right thigh. 

4680 

Nalk . 

Mai Singh 

• Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

263 

Sepoy . 

Karm Singh 

Do. 

Do. 

Gunshot wound, right fore¬ 
arm. 

4220 

Do, . 

Ishar Singh 

Do. 

Slight 

Do. 

365 

Do. . 

Bhagal Singh 

Do. 

Severe 

Gunshot wound, left hand. 

4900 

Do. . 

Sahail Singh 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. right log. 

265 

Do. . 

Mossa Singh 

Do. 

Do. 

Do, left foroarm. 

297 

Do. . 

Santa Singh, 

Do 

,Do 

Do left forearm. 

2003 

Lance HavU- 
dar. 

Partap Singh, 64th Sikhs 

Do. 

Gunshot wound, both 
thighs. 

3247 

Sopoy , 

Prithi Singh, 60tli Rifles , 

Do. 

Do. right side, back. 

2121 

Rifleman 

Babram Singh Thapa, 2*5th 
Gnrkhas. 

• Do. 

Gunshot wound, loft fore- 
aruu 


m.—MISSING.~A»t. 


Nominal return of foUotvers killed^ wounded or missing, 

I.—KILLED.— 


U.—WOUNDED. 


Bank. 

1 

1 t)eeorip- 
tion ox 

1 wound— 
Nameu 1 danger¬ 

ous, 

1 severe, or 
slight. 

Nature of wound. 

Bhlsti 

Lachhmin, 0th Company, 2nd Sap* 
per* Mid Minors. 

Contosion, book, caused by 
explosion. 


% 
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APPENDIX 2. 

Detail of Staff, 


CTeneral Offiper Commanding 
. Force. 


Aides-de-Camp. 


the Major-General Sir James Will- 
cocks, K.C.M.G., C.B., D.S.O. 
^Captain N. J. C. Livingstone 
\ Learmonth, 15th Hussars. 

* / Lieutenant A. P. Y. Langhorne, 
^ R.A. 


Chief Staff Officer. . . . Brigadier-General H. Mullaly, 

C.B. 

Assistant Adjutant and Quarter- Colonel A. W. Money, 
master-general. 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General. Captain A. W. Peck, 22nd 

Cavalry. 

Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- Major C. L. Gregory, 19th 
General. Lancers. 

Deputy Assistant Quartermaster Captain J. Campbell, Argyll and 
for Intelligence Sutherland Highlanders. 

Intelligence Officer . . . Captain S. F. Muspratt, 12th 

Cavalry. 


Attached. 


Commanding Royal Engineer 
Senior Medical Officer 
Senior Veterinary Officer 
Divisional Supply Officer 
Divisional Transport Officer 
Signalling Officer 

Provost Marshal and Treasure 
, Chest Officer. 

Survey Officer .... 


liicutenant-Colonel W. J. Dundee. 
C.I.E., R E. 

Lieutenant-Colonel M. W, Kerin, 
R.A.M.C. 

Lieutenant A. J. Thompson, 
A.V.C. 

Colonel C. V. W. Williamson. 

Supply and Transport Corps. 
Major 4. Mullaly, D.S.O., Sup¬ 
ply and Transport Corps. 
Captain A. B. Whatman, D.S.(>.. 

Somerset l.ight Infantry. 
Captain P. Howell, Queen’s Own 
Corps of Guides. 

Captain E, T. Rich, R.E. 
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Brigade Staff. 



General Officer Commandinty . 

o 


Brigadier-General C. A, Anderson, 
C.B. 


r Lieutenant L. Forbes, 57tli Rifles. 
Orderly Officers . . J Lieutenant H. F. Elgee, South 

Wales Bordereis. 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General Captain A. L. Tarver, 124th 

Infantry. 

Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- Captain E. E. Barwell, 57th 
General. Rifles. 


Brigade Signalling Officer 
Brigade Supply Officer 


Attact^d. 


. Major A. F. Fergusson Davie, 
C.LE., D.S.O., 53rd Sikhs. 

. Major M. R. de B. James, A.S-C. 


2nd Brigade Staff. 


General Officer Commanding. 

Orderly Officer . . . . 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant-General. 
Deputy Assistant Quartermaster- 
General. 


Major-General A. A. Barrett, 
C.B. 

Lieutenant J. P. Villiers-Stuart, 
5oth Rifles. 

Major II. M. Allen, 25th Cavalry. 
Captain H. H. Norman, North¬ 
ampton Regiment. 


Attached* 

Brigade Signalling Officer . . Lieutenant D. K. McLeod, 

Queen’s Own Corps of Guides. 
Brigade Supply Officer . . Captain W. C, W. Harrison, Sup¬ 

ply and Transport Corps. 


3rd {Reserve) Brigade Staff. 

General Officer Commanding . Major-General H. B. B. Watkis. 
Orderly Officer .... Captain H. A. Holdich, Ist 

Battalion 5th Gurkhas. 

Brigade-Major .... Major G. B. H. Rice, 31st 

Punjabis. 


Attached. 

Brigade Supply Officer . . Captain A. R. B. Shuttlewortli, 

Supply and Transport Corps. 
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Line of Coimnunication Staff. 

Commanding Line of Communica- Brevet-Colonel S. F. Biddulph, 
tion. 19th Lancers. 

Staff Officer, Line of Communica- Lieutenant R. D. C. McLeod, 
tion. 19th Lancers. 


Attached. 


Supply Officer .... 
Transport Officer 

Signalling Officers 

Officer Commanding Small Arms 
Ammunition Section, Ammuni¬ 
tion Column. •« 


Major G. L. H. Sanders, Supply 
and Transport Corps. 

Major G. A- Stewart, 7th Raj¬ 
puts. 

f Lieutenant R. E. Barrow, 38th 
I Dogras. 

j Lieutenant D. P. Sandcman, 
J Queen’s Ov\ti Corps of the 
Guides. 

Lieutenant W. Gibson, 1st 
Battalion, Northumberland 
Fusiliers. 

Lieutenant A. P. Wavell, Royal 
Highlanders. 


Base Staff. 


Base Commandant 

Deputy Assistant Adjutant and 
Quartermaster-General at the 
Base. 


Lieutenant-Colonel A. R. Dick, 
22nd Cavalry. 

Major H. R. Blore, King’s Royal 
Rifle Corjis. 


Attached, 


Senior I^itedical Officer 

Ordnance Officer 
Base Supply Officer 

Base Transport Officer 

Railway Staff Officer . 

Commandant, British Troops Depdt. 

Commandant, Native Troops Depdt. 


Lieutenant Colonel H. H. Brown, 
M.B., R.A.M.C. 

Lieutenant I. A. Finnis, R.A. 

Major II. L. D. Fordyce, Supply 
and Transport Corps. 

Major W. L. U., Amesbur>' Sup¬ 
ply and Transport Corps. 

Major L. A. S. Hanmer, 2l8t 
Cavalry. 

lieutenant H. C. Sinnott, Royal 
Warwickshire Regiment. 

Captain C. J. White. 53rd Sikhs. 
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APPENDIX 3. 

Political Report of the Bazar Valley Eaypedition, 1908. 

It is not necessary, for the purposes of t^ report, to recount in 
detail the events which led to the expedition. Suffice it to say that 
bands of Zakka Khel had for the past three or four years so harried the 
borders of the Kohat and Peshawar districts that all security of life 
and property was lost. 

The other Afridis had behaved well in so far that they had 
restrained members of their own clans from joining in these raids, but 
they had made only half-hearted efforts to check the Zakka Khel from 
raiding and appeared to consider the matter no concern of theirs. 

It became at last absolutely necessary to punish the Zakkas, but the 
Government of India^were naturally anxious that the punishment should 
be confined to them, and that, as far as possible, measines should be 
taken to isolate them and to avoid a general rising, which Ls always possi- 
bio when troops move into any tribal territory. With this object the jirgas 
of all the Afridi tribes, excepting the Zakka Khel of Bazar, were sum¬ 
moned to Peshawar, and it was explained to them that, as Government 
had no quarrel with them and had^no desire to extend its territories at 
their expense, it behoved them in their own interests to refrain from 
joining the Zakka Khel, who were about to be punished, to do their 
best to bring the latter to reason and to obtain from them such 
guarantees as would ensure their future good behaviour. 

Simultaiiconsly \vith the' dismissal of the jirgas the Bazar Field 
Force left Peshawar. The Zakka Khel expected that an expedition 
would be sent against them, but they counted on some delay and on 
slow movement on our part. In consequence tliey deferred the removal 
to a sate place of their families, docks, and portable property, until 
they got news of the actual start of the force which once started, 
moved with such rapidity as to roach Walai, a point which commands 
thf nitire valley of Bazar, on the third day after the jirgas left Pealiawar, 
while the majority of the Zakka Khel were still arranging for accommo- 
daliui for their families in Afghanktan. 

The duration of the expedition was rigidly limited by the orders 
of Government and the problem how, in -a very short time, to so 
punish the Zakka Khel as to induce tliem to make any submission or to 
give any guaraiitco^^ for the future, appeared almost insoluble. 
Poitnnalidy, we had to deal with a gallant enemy, who a ssisted 

the M>lutiori by fighting in so determined a manner on the I8ih, l.)ih, 
201 !., and 2j8t Februar)-.iS to ?5ufTer very heavy los?. In spite how¬ 
ever of the tmic /of the Zakka K:iel their ^castelte” or small 
foiLH were jjtcadily demolir-hcd and i^iqiplivs of vvood and fodder 
w'mc (jbtained from them. The in the fighting 

bi twta’ti the Lotli aod 2lot February erntcrded these ol all the Afrulia 
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in the Tirah Campaign of 1897-98. These casualties, their materiid 
losses, the hardshi]3S suffercH by their families, who were enjoying the 
grudging hospitality of their Afghan neighbours, and their total inabi¬ 
lity to inflict serious loss upon our force, had their effect upon the Zakka 
Khel who, though they were too proud to sue for peace, became disposed 
t<> welcome the intervention of the other Africlis, which they would 
have scouted earlier. 


While the fighting had been going on in Bazar, the Chiefs and 
elders of the other Afridi clans had been exerting themselves to the 
utmost to restrain the turbulent element in Tirah from joining the 
Zakka Khel and they were so successful that of the whole tribe pro¬ 
bably not more than fifty volunteers from the Afridis took part against 
us. When they were satisfied that they could control their own 
tribesmen, the Chiefs and elders cnteied into negotiations with the 
Zakka Khel and their preliminary overtures were received at least 
with courtesy. Unfortunately, there exist both in India and.in 
Afghanistan mischief-makers who are never so happy as when setting 
others by the ears and the Zakka Khel were in constant receipt of 
messages from Peshawar encouraging them to hold out as Government 
had ordered the withdrawal of the force, and from Afghanistan pro¬ 
mising them material assistance. These messages, taken with the fact 
that numbers of Afghan volunteers and large supplies of ammunition 
and flour were arriving daily at the Thabai Pass from Afghanistan, 
undoubtedly stiffened the backs of the Zakka Khel, and up to the 25th 
February the issue of negotiations appeared very doubtful. On that 
date the iViridi representatives who had assembled in Sir James 
Willcoclis’ camp left for Halwai. There they held a consultation with 
the Zakka Khel which lasted that day and night. Their discussions 
were continually interrupted by the howh of hundreds of Afghan 
fanatics, mullas and others, who clustered on the hills around, abusing the 
jirga and Ciilling upon the Zakka Khel not to listen to the jeringhi dogs'*. 
•In spite of this a working arrangement Avas come to by which the 
Zakka Khel elders placed themselves unreservedly in the hands of the 
Afridi representatives, details being left for settlement later, and it 
was decided that the combined firgas should proceed to China next 
day, invite the Political Officer to meet them there, and settle the 
matter. 


On the morning of the 2Gth, when thewere about to start, 
it was seen that a large force was advaneing cast from the Thabai 
Pass. It consisted of Afghans (maslly Shinwaris) with standards, who 
were headed by bands of mullas inclucling some of the most infiuejitial 
in the Kingrahar province. The Afridi C'hiofs and ciders believed that 
they bad been deceived and accuso<l the Zakka KIk'I of treachen', l>ufc 
the latter swore that they had no knowledge of iliis reinforcement atid 
that they would do their best to induce it to id urn to Afghanistan'. 
The Zakka Khel elders went off to meet the Afglian force and as the 
other Afridis did not place much confidence in them four oldcrs ftohV 
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of the other clans accompanied them to guard against any double 
dealing. The Zakka Khel informed the Afghans that they would have 
been delighted to see them ten clays earlier, but that now that thej 
had decided to make peace their presence was inconvenient. The 
Afghans were very loth to return, but the Afridis swore that if they 
did not do so they themselves would attack them in flank. At last it 
was arranged that the Afghans should return to their own border and 
there await the result of the negotiations. If these proved unsuccess¬ 
ful their assistance w’ould be welcomed. 


All this took time and the jirga arrived at China in the evening 
instead of the morning of the 2Gtli February. They spent the night 
there, and next day the whole assembly, numbering about eleven 
hundred men and including about three hundred Zakka Khel, marched 
into camp. Most of them were armed, and it was necessary for the 
safety of the camp to disarm them. This was a very delicate task, 
but it was eventually accomplished. The jirga disclosed with the 
Political Officer and the Assistant Political Officer the whole question of 
a settlement throughout that afternoon and evening and the following 
morning (28th February), and at last a draft agreement was arrived at 
which ran as follows:— 


“ We, the IVbiliks and elders of the Afridi tribe in jirga assembled, 
Vernacular copy liumbly represent to the British Government that, 
attached marked (A). being anxious to ciid the quarrel between the Zaklm 
Khel Afridis and the British Government, which has been caused by 
the misconduct of the former, we have agreed and do promise:— 

“ That we, the Afridis, will hold ourselves responsible jointly and 
severally for the future good behaviour of every section of the Zakka 
Khel tribe; thus— 


“ The Malikdin Khel Afridis will be responsible for the Sahib Khel 
half of the Anai, Paindai, and Jamal Khel Khusrogi Zakka Khel. 

“ The Kambar Khel Afridis will be responsible for the Shan Khel 
Zakka Khel of Bara and Tirah. 


“ The Kuki Khel and Nikki Khel Pakhai Afridis will be responsible 
for the Mohit Khel half of the Anai Zakka KheL 


“The Sipah Afridis will be responsible for the Ziauddin Zakka 
Khel. 

“The Kamarai Afridis will bo responsible for the Khusrogi Zakka 
Khel, excepting the Jamal Khel. 

“ The Khybor Pakhai Zakka Khel will bo responsible for the Bara 
Pftkhai Zakka Khel. 


“ Also we promise that when we are called upon we will assist 
each other in punishing these bad characters, and Government may 
punish Ufl by fine, by exclusion from British territory, or in any other 
way for the misdeeds of the Zakka Khel sections for whom we stand 
surety. 





As regards the past we beg that Government in its strength will 
take into consideration the losses suffered by the Zakka Khel, by exclu- 
sion from British territory and by war, and will not complete the ruin 
of a tribe for the sins of the badly-behaved minority. 

“ As regards the actual thieves who have been leaders in the raids 
into British territory we also beg that we, with the assistance of the 
Zakka Khel elders, may undertake their punishment wherever they 
may be, and we will punish them to the satisfaction of Government 
and in earnest of this we here deposit fifty-three rifles which are worth, 
according to the prices current in our country, more than twenty 
thousand rupees, as security, and these rifles will only be returned 
to us when the Political Agent, Khyber, is satisfied that the thieves 
have been sufficiently punished, and w'e, the Zakka Khel, agree to this 
petition and promise to assist the jirga in every way. 

“ Further we hope for the mercy and favour of Government,’* 

This draft was approved by Sir James Willcocks, and arrangements 
were made for him to receive the jirga at 3-30 p.ivi., on the 28th 
February. 

The rifles mentioned in the petition, which were to be deposited by 
the jirga j had to be obtained from them and this was a tedious business, 
as each person was most anxious tliat Ids neighbour’s, not his own, rifle 
should be given up. Also efforts were made to induce ub to accept 
arms of local manufacture which have a very small market value. 
These difficulties were at last got over, and Sir James Willcocks received 
the mpresentatives of the whole tribe, including the Zakka Khel, The 
petition of the ]irga was read to them in Persian and explained in 
Pushtu and at the termination of the reading each Chief rose and 
formally asked the elders of his clan whether they authorised him 
to guarantee these terms on their behalf and on behalf of their 
coiLstituoiiis. The reply being unanimnus. Sir James Willcocks 
accepted and signed tlie settlement on behalf of Government. When 
the settlement had been signed, the elders sent messengers to every 
part of Bazar to inform the Zakka Khel that peace had been made 
and that they could now bring back their families to thoir houses. 
They also warned them that if they discredited the settlement by ririnc 
at the troops the Afridi jirga would attack them. As the weather was 
very bad some cf the Zakka Kbol members of Uie jirgay who.?e homei 
wore near, asked to be allowed to depart and were pormitUHl te- uu 
so. They sent some of their n>en to Thabai to dkimiss the 
gathering. 

^ Next morning, the 29th Fobruery, the whole ce marchotl t*^ 
Chura. All the prga accompanied the troopri c>:eppt (be Zakka Khei 
elders, who waited until the rear-guard had left ramj> a:ui then ifok 
leave of us in the most friendly maiin ar. 

Not. a single shot was fired at the troops during th*' marah of 
29tK February to Chura, during the mght there nr during tiw iriitr-di 

S3 2 


miST/fy 



following 
expeditions.* 


36 


to Ali Masjid, a record in the history of frontier 


The campaign has been a most valuable and interesting test of the 
extent of our control over our border tribes. That the Chiefs and elders 
of the other Afndi clans should have succeeded in restraining their 
clansmen from joining the Zaklca Khel, with whom they are so 
intimately comiccted, is little short of marvellous, and that they should 
have bound the Zakka Khel in an agreement by which they themselves 
accept a very onerous responsibility is hardly less so. The Afridi 
Chiefs^ and elders have worked hard and well, they have shown deter¬ 
mination aud unselfishness and have deserved well of Government. 
Among so many it is difficult to choose, but I cannot refrain from 
mnntioning the names of Malik Zaman Khan, Chief of the Kuki Khel, 
Malik Yar Muhammad Khan (Malikdin Khel), Malik Shah-Mard Khan 
(Sipah), and Malik Amaldin (Kambar Khel). Of these the first did 
most j in fact without him I doubt whether a settlement could have 
l>eeu arrived at. I am making a separate representation on his behalf. 
Malik \ar Muhammad Khan was originally, it must be admitted, 
responsible to some extent for the Zakka Khel trouble, as his intimacy 
with, some of the raiding leaders and his intrigues with Kabul did much 
to encourage the Zakka Khel in their misconduct. He has, however, 
worked so well and suffered so much inconvenience throughout this 
expedition that he may be considered to have purged his past offences. 
He gave up without demur his fort at Chura to be garrisoned by our 
troo})S, although this violation of his privacy was most distasteful to 
him, and he did not spare liimself throughout the tedious and difficult 
negotiations of the jirgas. 

Another point of ^eat political intere.st was the beliaviour of the 
Khaibar Rifles. This corps, wbicli is mainly composed of Afridis, 
including some 350 Zakka Klu^l, had to take part in an expedition 
against a people to whom the men were bound not only by race and 
religion, but by the closest tics of blood. Indeed in many cases during 
tlie expedition brother was fighting against brother and sou against 
father. The experiment was viewed with mistrust by many and with 
misgiving by all, but it has been more than justified, as throughout the 
expedition the Khaibar Rifles gained universal praise for their keennesS; 
aiKl willingness, not a man deserted, and not a rif’e was lost. I men¬ 
tion thi-i* particularly in this report, as I consider it of great political 
imijortaiicc. .. The Khaibar Rifles were in merely an armed rabble 
without cohcisioii or difeciplino nnd the tribesmen themselves have fully 
shared the doubts of the authorities as to whether the men could r .allv 

employed against their own relatives and countrymen. The political 
effect of the 8ati>;fuetofy beliaviour of the for]vs eamiot lut be eonsi- 
<lcrabio, not only among t he Afridis but throughout the border tribes. 


Not a. curat*. Afl'T jM'M.;-: (IrcJprrtf A t-nl 181*8 at t he of rlio 

T ir.ili ‘‘Afi.'-.liti,,ff t),y viflidr 1 '■ u! fr. ir ;)*•.■ Hi'r s, \ alirv w'urt nonujl.rri.d. Oiln-r 
in;. n* I . rit withflcav :i!p. uflra opt rilan - in U n OruI;>:ai cooitlrv, 

cK’..' Cwn m1h-> u f|n.rO-.l. 


an accurate csfimate-of' the losses’ 
of the enemy, but it is most difficult to get anything lilcc complete 
ligures. I shall know later, but at present 1 can only saj- that I know* 
the names of 38 men buried in Bazar between the 15th and 2Jst Feb- 
r-uary. A good many corpses were take i to Afghanistan for burial and 
some to Tirah. Also we have to add the enemy’s losses on the 21st 
February, when they are believed to have been heavy, and on the 23rd 
February, when they are believed to have been slight. Altogether 1 
think that it is safe to say that the enemy have lost not less than 70 
killed. As regards the wounded, Afridis are very disinclined to give 
details of their losses. This is partly owing to pride and partly owing, 
to fear of the evil eye, to which wounded men are particularly 
susceptible. We shall probably never know accurate details of'the 
enemy’s wounded and can only estimate their losses by the usual 
proj)ortiou of wounded to killed which would bring their total casualties 
to a very high figure. But for these losses it would have been impossible- 
to bring the tribe to reason without a protracted occupation of the 
country, and it is only the remarkablt military success of the expedition 
which made a settlement feasible. 

The Afridis, who are no mean judges of hill fighting, express 
themselves amazed at the handling and conduct of th«‘ troops as unlike 
anything they have seen or heard of, and the fact that they have 
obtained no loot in mules, rifles, stores, or ammunition, on which they 
confidently counted to compensate them for their own losses, has 
gi\ on them a strong distasto for expeditions conducted on these novel 
lines. 



3r 

‘ I have made every effort to obtain 


As regards the punishment inflicted upon the enemy by material 
loss, e\ciy fort and watch tower in the valley has been razed to the 
giound, large supplies of wood and fodder have been obtained ai.d 
the losses due to exposure among ihe sheep, goats, and cattle (which 
arc always, in Bazar, kept in caves in the winter) haxe been verv 
great. The Zakk.i Khel have entirelv exhausted their supplies of 
ammuiiitioii and cash and evor)^ individual in the tribe has felt the 
sharp punishment inflicted and will continue to do so for some time 
I think that there is no doubt that the Zakka Khel reaHv repent tlieir 
misconduct and that they will do their best to prevent further trouble. 
Dadai the cleverest and strongest man iu the tribe, who was danirerouslv 
woum Cl eai 3 r m the expeilition, sent a mf-isage to his ciansmen 
strong y urging them to make peace and saying how n.ueh he n pented 
Ins .share in bringing punishment upon thenu lie .said Uiat ho had 
been made a catspaw by Sardar Nasrulia Khan, whe^ had ^.^ivcn him 
pay for forty men to raid into British territory, had assured him that 
the Government ot Tndm would never .■^ond an expedilinn to Bazar and 
had promised him protection and assisianec for thn av hole t ribc. Ihuln 
urged Ins fellow tribe'.meu to make peace with llio Englisli and to 
have no more to do with Kabul. The Zakka Kind trouble had its 
origin m Afghan mtiigue and the same iniluonce was again employed 
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to prevent a settlement, but without success. It appears certain 
that His Majesty the Amir issued a proclamation forbidding his subjects 
to help the Zaldca Khei or to take part in the war, but it is no less 
certain that this proclamation was openly disregarded, not only by 
His Majesty’s subjects but by his own officials, and this at a time when 
the Amir himself was at Jalalabad close to the scene of action. 

In spite, however, of this and, thanks to a combination of military 
skill, political good fortune, and the loyal efforts of the Afridi Chiefs, a 
settlement of the Zakka Khel question has been arrived at which is 
more satisfactory than I should have dared to hope for even had 
our movements been unhampered and the duration of our stay 
unlimited, and I believe that the settlement will prove a durable one 
and that it will improve our relations not only with the Zakka 
Khcl, but with all the Afridis. Should Government be satisfied 
with the political results attained, and should my hopes for the 
future be justified by the event, I would like to state that such 
political credit as may have been gained is due mainly to the efforts 
of Sahibzada Abdul Qaiyum, whose services have been invaluable. 
The Sahibzada served through the Tirah Expedition and has been 
since 1898 Assistant Political Officer, Khaibar. His knowledge of 
the Afridis and the real affection and respect which they have for 
him have given him a power over them which has ever been used 
for their good. The recent negotiations were complicated and 
difficult, and we had many a niauvais quart d'heure when it looked 
as if all would be broken off. We were hampered by the necessity 
for haste, and intriguers from both the British and Afghan borders 
worked against us, but tliroughout the negotiations Sahibzada Abdul 
Qaiyum never despaired; nothing could ruffle his imperturbable 
patience or bend his determination, and that we have made a real 
settlement is due principally to his influence and skill. I would take 
this opportunity of bringing his services strongly to notice. 

In conclusion, I venture to express to Sir James Willcocks my 
▼cry real gratitude for his kindness, advice and support, without 
which his political staff could have done little to serve him. 

G. O. Roos-KEPrEi., Lieid.-CohmU 
Chief Political Officer, Bazar Valhy Fkld Force. 
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APPENDIX 4. 

E igineer Report by Lieutcnant-Cohnel W. J. D, Dundee, C.I.E., R.E., 
Commanding Royal Engineer, Bazar Valley Field Force, 

Preliminary ,—The operations of tlxis force in advance of Peshawar 
lasted from .12th February 1908 to 2nd March 1908 and this 
report deals with this period and the preparations prior to the same. 

These preparations were commenced by me on 4th February 
1908, but as the advance was kept secret the more conspicuous 
preprations had to be postponed till I2thFebruary 1908. The troops 
available for engineer operations were No. 6 Company, 1st Sappers 
and Miners, and No. 9 Company, 2nd Sappers and Miners, and 23rd 
Sikh Pioneers. Of the latter however, one wing was permanently 
stationed at the Chura Kandao and employed solely on piquetting 
duties, 

1. Defence Camp perimeter entrenchments were entirely 

carried out by the troops and except in the case of the camp at 
Chura, were very well done. I undertook the supervision of these 
entrenchments myself and strengthened the Chura camp defences 
on 29th February 1908 on arrival from Walai. The entrenchments 
consisted as a rule of earth parapets for use kneeling or lying down 
with the ground in rear cut out for the men to sleep in. Breast¬ 
works of dry stone walling wore given on hard stony sites and head 
cover was liberally sup 2 )lied in the form of stone loop-holes, boulders 
placed at intervals of 2 feet or so along the crest of the ptirapcts, 
and sprigs of privet stuck into the crest. Traverses were given 
at 5 yards or 10 yards intervals according to site. I'iquets were 
always sangared with breast works of dry stone walling, 1 visited 
nearly all the piquets in the vicinity of Walai and supervised the 
strengthening or rebuilding of the sangar walls. The rcmaiiulcr of 

piquets were visited and strengthened under the orders of 
Royal Engineer officers and four piquets on Seaforth Hill (Khar 
M^r rebuilt by paities of No, 9 Comjiany, 2nd Sappers and 

Piquets being of course more exposed to attack than t\c 
meter, the supervision of Royal Engineer officeis was largolv oonn-u- 
trated on to the deffinces of the piquets which were much stronger tlian 
similar defences in Tirah in 1897. 

(b) l( Ahhntis oi tliorn bushes was libtually used round 
piquets, umi empty beef, etc., tins wero placed in the al)batis. 
Abbatjs of trees was used to close the river bed above and beloW 
the V\ alai camp. Barbed wire was jint roimd the outlying piquetn oi 
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camp, either laid on the ground or raised by means of 
a^tohe pillars or iron posts. The only barbed wire fences given 
were round an inlying piquet south-east of Walai, along part of the 
perimeter of the same camp'and round the supply godowns at Jamrud. 
Dangerous gaps between piquets were protected by barbed wire. 

(c) Fougasses .—Explosives had to be economised and reserved 
as much as possible for the destruction of towers and village defences. 
Fougasses were therefore only, laid at spots which I noticed the 
enemy frequented. The first fougasse was laid on one of the China, 
summits on 23rd February 1908, it was timed to explode in 15 
minutes (30^ fuz«i) after the last men of the piquet had rushed from 
their sangar on retirement and fired by Lieutenant Campbell, R.E., 
who left the sangar with the la.st eight Gurkhas. The enemy on 
that date followed up the piquet more slowly than previously, and 
in consequence the fougasse went off before the Zakkas were close, 
to it. No one is said to have been killed by it, but so much surprise 
was caused that the enemy delayed reoccupying the hill and did not 
press the rear guard, as on other days, from that flank at all. 

The 2iid fougasse was laid 150 yards outside the piquet on 
Gurkha hill. It was laid on 23rd February 1908, but the enemy 
saw the work being done, and kept clear of that hill till the night 
of the 24-25th February, when they came up to attack the piquet. 
Lieutenant Lassett, R.E., exploded the fougasse electrically from the 
piquet, firing stopj)ed entirely for 2 or 3 minutes, was then 
re.-umed for a short time and then stopped entirely. It is said 
that four corf)ses were carried off from this hill and the moral effect 
of these explosions was considerable. In each case the charge wai 
30 pounds of gun-cotton. 

I think fougasses may well be used in trans-frontier warfare. 


.As economy of transport limits the amount of explosives that 
can be carried, and, as a Royal Engineer officer is required for the 
firing of each fougasse, their employment should be limited to such spots 
OR it is known an enemy will visit. 

In a retirement fou'. 4 ass«;? may well be placed near a village or 
piquet which has to be evacuated. I'dring must be clone by fuze, 
unless ona is i>reparc'd to abandon with each fougasse about half 
u mile of cable, as the olficer commanding the rear guard cannot 
as a rule spare the time to re-advance in order to recover the line. 
Outside piquets, which the enemy snipe habitually, the fougasse 
electrically exploded may well bo usful. 

id) Hand (ht,no(h:s. -jiaiul grcnadi*R were Tiot used. On steep 
ground I always oid'T a liciij* (,f bnukhtrn t-o ])o collected inside a 
sangar. When tin; onemy c(.tiies close up boulders can be tlirowr 
over the para [Hit without a man being cX[ioyed. as he is if he fires his 
rifle. The Afridi:' in huch tuinvn fEcquently throw from behind 

cover, when at cIobc quarters, aud in this cxpoiiition the Seaforth 
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Highlanders had one officer and five or six men in one piquet all 
more or less severely hit by ro(:;ks. In such a situation I think a 
percussion hand grenade would be most useful and I recommend 
experiments with the “ Improved Shrapnel Hand Grenade ’’ which 
is made by The. Cotton Powder Company, Ltd., 3:2 Queen Victoria 
Street, London, E. C.” If satisfactory a few men per regiment 
could be trained and employed at night in exposed piquets. 

• 2. i9ewo?iV?o?2s.—r-These consisted of the destruction of towers 
and the defences—loop-holed walls—of fortified villages. 

The towers destroyed were :— 

Three iivvillage just east of Walai. 

Two in the Walai camp. 

The towers at Jabagai, Halwai, Kliwar and Sarmundo. 

Multan’s tower and thirteen towers in China. 

When time \vas not very restricted the usual rule of one j)Ound 
of explosives per foot run of diameter of a circular tower, or of one 
side of a square tower oO per cent. \vas followed. 

Gun-cotton was always used, dynamite is not suitable. 

A solid base tower has horizontal layers of brusbood every three 
or four feet. A tunnel should be driven in the centre of the 
tower or as near as possible just under one of these la vers and the 
wLole charge place<l there. A layer four or five feet above the 
ground is at a convenient height. 

In a hollow tower the charge should be divided into three jmrts 
and placed inside the walls at floor level in three corners. The time 
required is about one-and a-half hours for a solid tower and half 
an hour for a hollow tower. If this time is not available it ib 
(quicker in the case of a solid tower to sink a hole three or four feet 
deep in the centre of the iirst floor and place tlie charge their. I’hi.s 
would take about half an hour, but it is md so ctlective. 

. A hollow tower can be domoli.shed more quickly by using more 
charges wuth little if any tamping. 

The method of blowing up must depend upnn the time the officer 
commanding the force can allow', if time be sufficient the usiial 
economical method is followed. 

Loop-holed walls were usually pulled down. In many cases thev 
were first ui.dermined with a pickaxe and an Occa.sional slab of 
guncotton was used. 

3. Bivouacs .—I have no remarks on this subject, tlie troops dug 
themselves in and riggeil up waterproof sheets and stone vvidl. . 
Officers usually had h ntes (rahns. 

4. IFofcr-Jupp/y.—The water supply arrangemeiiO' excludiiig 
those in paragraph lo, consisted merely in marking, <lnnking, waici-^ 
ing, and washing places and in canalizing the streani at AValai. 







Water was particularly good in the Bazar Valley, analysis showing 
nothing objectionble except an excess of hardness which is always 
the case in a limestone country. 


5. Drainage ,—The only drainage work done was a surface drain 
run through the 2nd Brigade Field Hospital camp at Walai and thenc3 
east past the Seaforth camp. 

6. Sanitation .—Two incinerators were erected at Walai. 

7. Cam'p Communications .—^The camp communications were of the 
usual type. Three egress roads from the railway sidings to the sup¬ 
ply depot camp were made at Jamrud. Ramping was done at Lala 
China and Ali Musjid. Good tracks were made in and out of the 
Chura camp. Numerous ramps and roads were made inside the Walai 
camp, which was by far the least fiat of all the camps. Paths for 
pakal mules were made up the 45th Sikh liill and the Seaforth hill 
(Khar Ghundai). 

8. Jtoad WorTc .—Jn February 1898 a camel road had been made 
from the Khaibar stream half a mile below Ali Musjid to a quarter 
mile on the far side of the Chura Kandao. This road was thoroughly 
repaired, improved and extended to the Chura camp between which 
and the Khaibar there is now an excellent camel road with a very good 
surface, minimum width 8 feet and ruling gradier)t 1 in 8. 

9. Nala Crossiwjs. —No work was required. 

10. Bridges. —There were no bridges. 

11. Stores and Explosives. —The Sapper and Miner Companies and 
battahon of Pioneers had their equipment and 8tc>res as authorised. 

In addition, in the first advance were sent to the front:— 

5 mule loads of posts for barbed wire fencing, 

10 mule loads of barbed wire. 

5 mule loads of sand bags. 

At Ali MaHjid an advanced depot of No 1 Engineer Field Park 
was cstalilinhcd containing :— 


Mulo loads. 


2 anvil.s i cwt. .... 



1 

Picks with helves .... 



10 

Spare hclvcij for picks 



5 

Shovels ..... 



5 

Biirhcd wir :*. .... 



10 

I'prighta and pup»etrt for hiirlical wire 



JO 

J\uup<TH ..... 



d 

Sundbaga ..... 



1 





Mule loads. 


2 ^ 


J 


30 pounds binding wire . . 

10 „ wire nails Ij 

30 „ 

16 pliers side cutting 
6 pairs gloves . 

12 bamboo poles for barbed wire 
200 pounds dynamite 
1,570 pounds weight guncotton 
1,500 detonators, commercial for guncotton 
350 „ Ser\dce No. 8. 

10 boxes dry guncotton . . . . 

4,800 feet of safety fuse . . . . 

4 tarpaulins ..... 

6 hammers, smitli .... 
‘48 heivc.s for felling axes 


1 


2 

15 


} 


1 

1 

2 


} 


} 


From tliis advance dop<U the following store? were sent up to the 
front *.— 


690 pounds of weight guncotton ... 7 

50 detonators, Service No. 8 . . , .by hand 

1,200 feet of safety fuse . . . . ^ 

36 spare helves for picks. ... f. 1 
12 helves for ftdiing a.xes, . . . J 


All stores were packed up as mule loads and the barbed wire loads 
had gloves and [diers faHp'iind to tliem. 

12. Full UospitaU —'llie field hospitals were No. 1 Ilritish aiul 
Noh, 101 and 102 Native. The furniture gave satisfaction, except the 
field hospital boxes which wore supplied by the Supply and Transport 
Cor[)6 and Medical 8tOi*e DopAt. 

^ the Barrack Department supplies identical boxes to troops on 
the line of march, it seems an unnecessary coinj)Iication that the ofiicer 
in charge of the field hospital should on mobilisaliun have to draw 
similar boxes from two sources, viz., the Supjdy and Transiiort Corps 
and the Medical .Store Depot. I think it would simplify mattcr.s and 
bo more satisfactory if all Boxes Field Hospital ’’ wore supplied bv 
the Barrack Departmonl. *• Typi^ Blau No. 16, Box, Field Hospital *’ 
should be altered. The rings which attach the box to the saddli- 
should bo near the top and on the opposite side of the b<ix bi tha 
shown in the plan. In the Boshawar District this altoiution was iiitr(»' 
duced a few years ago. 
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13. Em'ploymenloj Royal Engineer Officers and Military Worhs Service 
Non-Conimtssioned Officers. —No civil labour was employed. I tlierefore 
attached one officer ^Lieutenant riirner, R.E.,) to the 23rd Sikh 
Pioneers and the remainder to the Sapper and Miner Companies. 

One Barrack Sergeant (Sergeant Harvey), who had been through a 
Park Sergeant’s course, was placed in charge of the advanced depot of 
the Engineer Field Park and was responsible for the care and despatch 
of stores. 


The officer in charge of No. 1 Engineer Field Park personally 
brou^t explosives to within one march of their destination. 

14. Organisation and equipment of Sapper and Miner Companies^ —I 
have no remarks to offer except that I think it should be an instruction 
to Pioneer regiments to occasionally test their detonators, primers and 
wet guncotton by exploding a few slab.s, say, every six months. 1 also 
recommend that Brevet Major Sheppard’s pamphlet on blowing down 
towers, etc., be again circulated to all officers of the Military Work- 
Services. 

15. Steps taken preVminary to concentration. steps taken before 
concentration were as follows :— 

5^4 Fc6rwary 1908.—Tested and put right the Peshawar City station 
})latform water-supidy. ('omnienced packing up all stores for the ad¬ 
vanced depot at Ali Mnsjid. 

iSlh h ibruary 1908.—•Fitted iij) in the Military Work Service godown 
at Peshawar 3 water-supply standards of 20 taps each. 

nil Frbruary 1008.—Commenced rigging up one of the above stand¬ 
ards at Jamrud, this was connected with the main from Kacha Garhi 
and 900 feet length of troughing for animals. This troughing was 
filled by gravitation from the tank outside Janu’ud fort. 

1908,—Rigged up two of the above standards at 
Kacha Garhi, demolished toll bar and stone wall at Jamrud as they 
impeded movement. Sent to Jamrud barbed wire fencing and a Well’s 
light for use in the Sup|dy dep6t. On this date I went to Jamrud to 
anperintend the work. 

VMh February —The Field Force marched from Peshawar to 

Jamrud. 


W. J. D. DUNDEE, Lieut.-Col, R.E., 
Commanding Royal Engineer, Bazar Valley Field Force. 


\2lh March 1908. 
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APPENDIX 5. 

Strength of Bazar Valley Field Fvrce. 



British OfBcere. 






, 




1 

! '■ 


BritUb Indian 
iScTTkr. Service. 

JBritisb 

other 

nuik 

t 

Native 

Offlceyi. 

Native 

other 

ranks. 

Supply 
and trans¬ 
port per- 
Bonticl. 

PubUc 

followers. 

1 

1 Private 
jfollowers. 

1 

OfflccrA’ 
.charges. 1 

Native’ i Battery Panics and aiding 
Cavilryji’oQica- • mules, loonies. 

_ i i 

1 

Cam e. 

Bullocks Remarks. 

1 

AlarrJiffl ant with 

88 

167* 

1,712 

1.50* 

7,675* 

2,50.3 

1,047 

[ 552* 

210 

564 13 

6,690 i 101 

103 

' ,, * These numbers 

0<?a#*rftJ Sir J. 







i Include Kliaibar 

WiUf»x* ka c n 
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• 
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13th Ftbniary 













ofllcers, 14 native 

IfiOb. 








1 





officers, 702 Rank 

At JuxiTVd before 
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, and file, and 29 

1 , private followers. 


4 

17 



101 

132t 

, 8 

5 

1 

2 4 

270 

1 30 t includes 119 men 

forte tiuted. 

€oaf to Jamnid 





1 



.. 1 .. 



I Specially enter¬ 
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170 camels, 1,282 donkey, 1G5 carts, 6 hand-carts, 23 packbullocks and maundagc for 1,389 maunds. 
The hired transport is being dispensed with from 21st instant. 
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APPENDIX 6. 


lieport on signalling o'perations iiitli Bazar Valley Field Force by Captain 

A, B, Whatman^ Inspector of Army Signalling^ Northern Circle. 

The expedition came at an inopportune moment as far as signal¬ 
ling was concerned as a transition stage was taking place between two 
systems of visual signalling, namely ;—The English method of transmit¬ 
ting messages, the Indian method of transmitting messages. The 
signallers of some units were sufficiently advanced in the new or 
English system, whilst others had not started to work on the new 
lines. This, taking into consideration that units had not received the 
English message form, necessitated reverting to the now obsolete Indian 
message form during the time the expedition lasted. 

Five of sets signalling equipment were available in the Peshawar Fort. 
These were drawn and the personnel provided for by six signallers of the 
80th Battery, Royal Field Artillery, fifteen signallers oftheNorthumber- 
land Fusiliers, and fifteen signalleis of the 57th Wilde’s Rifles. Thus 
five special signalling units were established and| were told off as 
follows:— 


1. One unit to Divisional Head-Quarters. 

2. ,, „ „ 1st Brigade. 

3. ,, ,, 2nd Brigade, 

4 ,, „ „ Lines of Communications, 

II >> >> II Ji t> 

A field tdegraph was established at Fort MAUD and Aid MASJID. 
On February ifith on the advance of the Division into the BAZAR 
Valley a signalling station was established at ZERA formed by the Ist 
Brigade, the station being some distance below the summit of ZERA 
and immediately above CHUR A Kotal. From this point communica- 
ti(ii\ wa.s j'Stablirthed with the Fort belonging to YAR MOHAMED in the 
village of CHURA. As the first clay’s (February loth) objective of 
the 2nd Brigade was WALAI it was found necessary to establish a 
station on the ridge east of the village of BURG, as WALAI lies in a 
valley and the ridgt^ to the cast of BURG makes direct communication 
betw* i n ZERA and the village of WALAI impossible. On the evening 
of the ir)th Fi'bruurg communication was established between the first 
Bngttih'fil CHURA uud the second Brigade at WALAI through BURG. 

On Fciirvmiy, thi'. IBtli, it was found that from KHAR GHUNDAT a 
liill wcil <•( WALAI dircr-t cummiHiiraiion rouldbc obtained with ZERA 
and lHIjRA, it v/n i thcr«’f«.re im huigt r necvSHury to keep the, station at 
BUUOojrt'.n and the HignulliMH and eneert (2 comjianics, 45th hfikhs) 
were w!lhdr.iwn. On the mnrning nf p. brnary Iblh communication 
was cstfiblcilied ffijOi KfXAU OHl NDAl v.ith Ouluiiel Root’-Koppel’s 


misr/fy 
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Column in CHINA. From February 16th onwards communication was 
established from Head-Quarters (Camp WALAI east of CHINA) to Fort 
MAUD through KHAR GHUNDAI and ZERA. The hill KHAR 
GHUNDAI is the key to signalling operations in the BAZAR Valley 
both as regards lines of communication and for any forward operations 
vhich may take place west of the village of WALAI. On the lOth 
February the special signalling unit was withdrawn from hort JAMRUD 
and sent forward to supplement the post at ZERA. Two acetylene 
lamps were obtained from KASAULI for work between ZERA and 
KHAR GHUNDAI, the mist at night making work at times impossible 
between these stations with B. B. Lamps. 

The fact of there being no field telegraph beyond FORT MAUD 
made the signalling at times heavy, but the signallers responded gamely 
and put in some very sound w^ork. Some of the messages were of 
considerable length, ranging from 5U0 to 000 words, including cii)ber 
and figures which necessitates repetitions and so prolong the length of 
a message. A prominent and satisfactory feature was the accuracy of 
the work, no time w^as wasted and the results only tend to shew the very 
thorough and careful training which is given by regimental signalling 
officers. It should also be noted that the great majority of signallers 
employed during the expedition belonged to the Indian Army. I 
attribute the efficiency to the following facts :— 

1. The great interest wliich is taken in the training of signallers 

in the great majority of units. 

2. That during the expedition fast and inaccurate sending was not 

allowed, and that a uniform rate of eight words a minute 

was enforced. 

3. The presence of a British Officer at the main signalling stations 

on the lines of communication. 


The following officers were 
those signalling officers with thei 
Ist Brigade 

2nd ,, • • • 

FORT MAUDE . 


employed as signallers (not including 
ir regiments). 

. Major Ferguson-Da vie, C.LE., 
D.S.O., r).3rd Sikhs. 

. Lieutenant McLco<l, G ii i d e s 
Cavalry. 

, Lieutenant Gib.son, Northuuibor- 
land Fuailiei^. 


zera 


Lieutenant Barrow, 38th 
Dogras. 

Lieutenant Sandeman, Guidi s 
Infantry. 


l 


* 


Lieutenant Jtumsfonl Ha n nay, 
45th Sikhs. 


At ditfcrait; I'oiiodi'. 


BURG 






KHAR GHUNDAI 


Lieutenant 

Punjabis. 

Lieutenant 


Burrows, 28th*^ 


Ra m s f o r d- 


Hannay, 45tli Sikhs 

Lieutenant Barrow, 381 li 
Dogras. 




j 


An improvement has taken place, in that signallers take more 
interest in their work, and consequently are more on the qui vivc^to 
take and receive a message in the field. There is, however, great rbbm 
for improvement in this respect and some signallers still walk about with 
their eye on the ground. A signaller should constantly be on the look¬ 
out and every signalling officer should impress on his men the, para^* 
mount importance of this duty in the field ; and for this purpose a 
signaller must always consider himself on duty. 


A. B. WHATMAN, Captain, 
Inspector of Anny Signalling, Northern Circle. 

* At clifTcront fcriody. 
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APPENDIX 7. 


Statement of ammunition expended hj the Zakka Khcl (Bazar Valley) Field 
Force from 13lh to 29ft February 1908. 


Corpg. 

hrapuel 

Bholl. 1 

u ' 

il 

Total 4 
shellg. ; 

o 1 y 1 

a 1 a 

S 1 B ^ ; 

^ 1 i .2 1 

CO ; 

let Koyftl Warwicks 

GQ 

o ' 

—-- 

CO j CO 1 

6,530 j 

23rd Pioneers . . • • 




3,039 1 

53id Sikhs . . • . 

.. 

.. 

- 

14,708 602 

60th Rifles .... 




16,685 ’ 880 

2 6th Ourkhtts . . 


«• 

1 

11,540 ' ,092 

22nd Dcrajttt Mountain Battery. 

664 

^ , 

671 


3rd Mountain Battery, Royal 

462 

1 

4GS ' 

1 

Gdirlson Artillery, 




I 

Sonforths .... 

- 

•• 


20,130 i 

( -"-V 

20th Punjabis .... 

- 

•• 


6,601 , 

46th S«kh8 .... 




2,781 ' 6.57 

1 

O^lth Sikhs, Frontier Force 


•• 

... 

10,473 , 

No. 0 Company,’Sappers and 




1 1 

305 1 

1 i 

Miners 


... 




1 


3 ' 

i 

I9th Lancers . 


I 

1 ■■ 


32: 

Khaibor Rifles 




.. ! 



1^034 

^ *Too,087 ' 


o g 


35 


a 

a 


I 

• 7.M5 w ' 


r:, ^ 

1* 

■ifi 


35 7.^80 
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